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To Mrs. W , of G- 



MADAM, 

T HAVE been looking out for 
some good mother, who takes 
delight in the education of her 
own children, and is capable of 
teaching them in a proper man- 
ner. 

I have long wished to see what 
effect it will have upon the under- 
standings of children, if we teach 
them knowledge, (especially the 

4 % knpwr 



IV DEDICATION* 

knowledge of the scripture) by 
things instead of words ; and I find 
You a proper person to make the 
experiment for me. 

With this view I send you a 
little book of lessons, which is 
my first essay on this new plan of 
instruction. I cannot recommend 
it to you as a regular system, be- 
cause I have taken my several sub- 
jects as they happened to present 
themselves to my thoughts. But 
if my principle i» right, you will 
soon find the good effects of it 
If it should fatal; I shall rest satis^ 

fied, 
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fied, that with such a mother, and 

such children, it has Jiad ^ fair 
trial 

I recommend you and them, 
and my own endeavpur§ tq th? 
blessing of Gpd, 



TifH 



THE 

PREFACE. 

TN .my lectures on the Figura^ 
tkc Languc^e of the Scripture^ 

I hazarded the following assertion 
in favour of k^ usefulness: ** So 
**^|)lam is this sjort of teaching, 
*^ and so effectual, that if I 
** were to begin with the finJt 
<* elements of instruction to a 
" child; I would teach this ideal 
*' language, in preference to all 
" the languages' in the world ; 

** for 
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*^ for this is the life and soul qf 
'^ all the rest," P. ?69. Edit. 

In this little work, I have 
partly executed the plan which 
wy mipd then suggested to me ; 
lander ati assurance, tli^t it, will 
raise the curiosity pf young 
people, and prepare their ijndef - 
i^tahding for the rpading of ^hose 
lectures ; on the mj^tter of which 
my ipipd |i^d \>^^ ^'prking for 
more than twenty yc^r? befofe I 
could pergijadp tnysclf that I was 
ftt to write upon itj and when 
|;hqy who learn this boplf sh^H 

8 have 
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bave learned tbat^ I shall have 
nothing farther to expdCt of 
them. The language of the 
wocd of God will then be opened 
to their mindsi and the matter 
of it will have fixed itself iu ^eir 
affections: and when they shall 
be advanced and settled in life, 
they will teach it their own chil- 
dren, as I have taught them ; for 
where this sort of wisdom )(ath 
once entered, it will never bd 
lost or neglected; ami be th^ 
values it for his own use, will^ 
have delight in communicating it 
to others. 

To 
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To the Clergy of this Church 
I shall not prescribe ; but, as a 
faithful brother, I will promise 
them, that in teaching the younger 
part of their flock, they jvill soon 
see a -happy effect, if they will 
condescend to teach according to 
the rule I have followed in this 
book. Other books teach a gram- 

f 

mar of words; but this is the 
grammar of things; to be con- 
ceired by the imagination^ and 
applied by the tinderstanding'j for 
the improvement of the heart in 
(divine and moral wisdom. It is 
all after the pattern of that plain 

anf:} 
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Jlnd forcible style of preaching 
and reasoning, which first con- 
founded the Jews, and enlight- 
ened the Gentiles; and which 
will even now raise up con- 
verts to the Christian Faith, and 
fupport them in the same, against 
all the seducing efforts of Infi- 
delity. 

Naytand^ May 1, 1792. 



INTRODUCTION, 

AS the ear heareth wordsy so 
doth the mind understand 
things : and hence there is a lan- 
guage of the mind, which teaches 
some things from the nature of 
other things. While we are Fearft- 
ing to read, we think we have 
got all we Avant when the book 
becomes easy : but there is • still 
another language, by which we 
are to get wisdom in a higher and 
a shorter way. 

All children are delighted with 
pictures : but they do not know 
that the whole world is a pifture, 

a afid 
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and that all the things we 56e 
with our eyes speak something 

to the mind, to instruct and im- 
prove it. 

When we know something of 
this language, then we may think 
ourselves able to read like men 
and Christians. It cannot be ex- 
plained but by shewing what it 
is ; and th^n it will speak for it* 
self : But as neither children nor 
men can get wisdom without the 
help of God, we must pray to 
Him, that we may hear and un- 
derstand ; for the seeing eye, and 
the hearing ear^ the Lord hath 
made even both of tkem. 
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LESSON I. 

!v THE BEASTS. 

. » 

• • 

^HE ass hath very long eare, and y^t 

-■^ hcf hath ho sehse of nfiusic, bur 

braycth V^fifli -n frightifiil ttoisd" He isT 

dbstitmtc aiia • nnmlyj tini i^IU go hi^ 

o\vn way, even though he i^' severely 

beatenV ' TKiJ 'chiW, who 'will not %e 

taught, IS but little better ; he hife fto de-^ 

light in Ifertiirig, T)ut taOterh'df his owYr 

fblW. 'attff, '«^urbeth othert'with his? 

rioiseV -' '^ " ; • ■-■•■ 

^''XHe dog barkcth all the night long, 

and tHitikfiT^t' no trouble id f6b> hoAcW 

^ople.of ftcir test. ' '• • '^ 

S- -l-p.:.] ■).. ci2 . , Th« 
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The fox is a cunning thief: and men, 
when they do not fear God, are efafty 
and deceitful. The wolf is cruel and 
blood-thirsty. As he devoureth the 
lamh,.so do bad men oppress and tea^r 
the innocent and helpless. 

Tlie adder is a poisonous snake, and 
hath a forked double tongue : so do mea 
speak lies, and utter slander against tlieir 
neighbours, when the poison of asps is 
wider their lips. The devil, who de- 
cciveth with lies, and would destroy all 
mankind, is thtold serpentr'^ho brought 
deith into the world by the venom of 
his bite. He would kill me,' and all the 
children that are born, if God would let 
bim ; but Jesus Christ canie to save us 
from his power, and to desire^ the works 
of the devil. 

Lord, thou hast made me a man for 
thy service : O let me not dishonour thy 
vrork, by .'turning myself into the like- 
ness of some evu beast : Let me not be 
' as the fox, who is a thief and a robber ; 
let me never be cruel, as a wolf to any 
of thy creatures; especially to my dear 
fellow-creatures, and my dearer fellow 
Christians i but let me be harmless as 

the 
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the Iamb ; quiet and submissive as the 
sheep ; diat so 1 may be Rtib live, alid 
be ifed m thy paiiture, undcf thd gA)d 
sheplierd," Je^iis Christ. It is fet bettter 
to be the poorest of his flock, than to be 
proud atidrruel, as the Ijon or the tr^er, 
who go about seeking what they ij»y 
devour. 

The questions.. 

Q. What is the child who will not 
learn ? . 

A. An asSy whfch is ignorant and un- 
ruly. '• • ■ • ..-.;..:■ 

Q. What aijc wicked men, who hurt 
and cheat others ? 

* A. They are wolyw and foxes, and 
blood-thirsty Koiis. 

"' Q.' What are ill-natured people, who 
trouble their neighbour^, and rail at 
fliem? 

A. They are dogs, who batk at every 
tody. 

Q. But what are gopd and peaceable 
people ? 

A. They are liarmless sheep ; and little 
children, tinier the grace pf GoJ, are in- 
uoccijit lambs. 

B 3 Q. But 



V • • > « 
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Q.. Bvt what are liars ? 

A. They are snakes and vipers, ^^ 
double tongueS) and poison under th( 
lips. 

Q. Who is the good fhephcrd ? 

A. Jesiis Christ. 

The texts. 

Prov,.xxvi. 3. -rf bridle for the a 
and a rod for ix^fooVs back. See a] 
Jobxi. 12. • 

Actsi .XX. 29. Grievous xvolves shi 
enter in among yoxi^ not $pafi)ig t 
flock: 

Lukexiii. 32. Go tell that fox. 

Psal. X.-9* He lieth in xtait secreti 
as a lion in his den^ to catch the poor 

Psal, xxii. 16, Many dogs have coi 
passed me about. 

Matt. X. 16. 1 send you forth 
sheep in the midst of wolves. 

Isa. xl. 11. He shall gather the lan> 
with his ann, and cany them in i 
bosom. 

Markx 13, 16. And they brou^ 
young children to hiyn, and he took thi 
upinhisarnis^ 

Mil 
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« • . • ■ _ 

Matt. lii. 7. JRe said unto the Pha^ 
^isees and $adduceeSy generation nf 
Vipers. 

Gen. iii. 14. And ^he Lord God said, 
unto the serpent^ Thou arfcursid above 
every beast of the field.' " 

Rev.xii..9. That old w^pent^ called 
the Devil and Satan. ' * •'* " ' ' 

WESSON II. 

THE EEL AND THE LARK. 

_ * - ; • • - ' . . ■ • • 

THE eel burjes itself in the mu(|, 
Wiat a poor nasty lifelt Icaas ! The'lark 
' mounts lip towards heaven, ai>d delights 
Itself with 5wcct music to the praise of 
us great? Creator. \Vho would not \visb 
to lead the life of a larjc ? 

But then, the lark can work as well 
as sing ; *it is never idle : none 'of the 

{rood creatures of 'G©d, are permitted to 
ive and do nothing. It flies abbiit to 
feed itself; abd when the earth is co^ 
vered with frost axid Bnow in the winter, 
it runs about upo*h' the cold ground, an4 
takes 'great pains to find a small living to 
Jtccp It from starving. In the summer 
|( isakes its aest^ and brings up its y dun^l 
^ ' ' • All 
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• 

All creature submit with qhearfullness 
to the laws of God, but unnily man ; 
who becomes his own tormentor by rcr 
sjsting thei?i : for nothing can^ make us 
happy but the laws of God, which are 
all intended for that purpose. There are 
many very bad men, who will neither 
feed their poor families, nor work for 
themselvies, nor sing praises to God ; but 
turn sottish ^nd foolish, and bury them- 
selves in the mud like the eel, or wallow 
in the mire like the swine. But God 
hath made me to be like the lark ; to find 
my pleasure and my health in necessary 
business, and profitable learning. What 
a sad thing it would be, if I should ever 
forsake the life of that little sweet inno- 
cent creature, to drown my senses in 
eating and drinking, or waste my pre- 
cious time in sleep and idleness, or 
consume my substance with gaming and 
keeping ill company ! Let me learn a 
better lesson fi-om the little lark : for 
God hath made larks to teach us wliat 
we ought to be ; and he hath made swine 
and wolves, and bats and owls, to teach 
us what we ought not to be. The lark 
loves the day-light ; it sings before the 

sua 
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■ 

8un rises ; it is always busy and at work. 
But owls fly from the sun, and love 
darkness, and make a frightful hooting 
and screaming, which dqes not inspire us 
cither with mirth or flevotion, as th^ 
heaveiUy music of thp lark doth ; but 
r^dier filk the {nind with |^error and de- 
spair ; and was thought of old to fore- . 
lK)de some mischief or calamity. 

The questions. 

Q. How dp the lives pf worldly men 
differ from the lives of Christians ? 

A. As the life of the ee} d|fFe^ froo^ 
|be life of tlje lark. 

Q. What is the delight pf Christians ? 

A. To praise God. ^ 

Q* Does the lark spend all its time in 
praismg God r 

' A; No, it labours for its living ; and 
we al«o xnu^ do the necessary business 
of life. ^ 

' Q. Are all creatures obedient to th^ 
Crcatorf 

A. They all follow the laws he hath 
given them, 
• Q. What 
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Q. What IS the man wjio disobeys the 
laws of God ? 

A. A monster, unlike to all other 
creatures. 

Q. For what end did God rnake the 
lark. and the dove? • 

A. To teach us what we ought to be. 

Q. Why did he make owls,l)ats, and 
swine ? 

A. To teach us what we ought not 
to be. 

The texts. 

Prov. xi. 12. fVhatsoever hath no Jim 
or scales in the water^ that shall be an ' 
ahoinination unto you, 

Psal. civ. 12. Be$ide them shall the 
fowls of the air have their habitation^ 
and sing among the branches^ 

Jam. V. 1 3. 1$ any merry ? let him 
sing psalvis. 

Ley. :fi. 13. These are they which ye 
shall have in abominatim among the 
fowls — the owl, and the bat,, 

2 Pet. ii. 22. The dog is turned tohis^ 
own vomit again^ and thejow tnat wai 
washed^ to her wallowing in the mire. 

LES. 
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LESSON III. 

TH£ SHIPS ON THE SEA. 

1 HE ships sail upon the great and 
wide sea, whose waves roar ; and are 
tossed about by the winds when the 
storm blows. Some set out from the 
Jand with a fair wind, and with the sun 
shining upon their sails and colours : but 
after a while they are driven amongst 
ro<:ks and shoals ; or the great waves of 
the deep rising upon them like moun- 
tains, swallow them up ; and the poor 
people on board are drowned and perish. 

The like dangers attend us though we 
live upon the land : for, alas ! we cairy 
seas and storms within us ! The xvicked 
are like the troubled sea^ which can 
never rest^ but casteth up mire and 
dirt. The quiet spirit of a good man, 
is like tlie cleai- water of the fountain : 
but the restless mind is like the dirty 
waves o$ tlie sea, when the mire of the 
bottom is stirred up by their motion. 

Our wicked passions, such as pride, 
wrath, and envy, disturb our hearts, as 
th« winds which blow upon the* sea : 

and 
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and nothing can quiet them, but the 
word and grace of Jesus Christ, who 
spake to the raging waves, and com- 
manded them to be still. So can he now 

, command our restless spirits, and restore 
them to peace ; so that th^e shall be a 
calm within us. 

O how lamentable is the case of those, 
who perish in the storm of their own 
passions ! If they had learned to govern 
them in time, they might have been saved 
from ruin. Perhaps they came into this 
world the heirs of wealth and honour, 
with a fair and pleasant estate, and a fine 
house provided for them ; and were un- 
der the care of good parents, who in- 
structed them to be wise arid happy : and 
«o they might have continued : but pride 
rose within them and carried t)iem aloft 
upon the waves towards the clouds ; 
pleasure transported them into a danger- 
ous sea ; then their vices brought them 

, to ruin, and they sunk down to the bot- 
tom with despair. Thus were they tossed 
about like a ship in a storm, till they were 
swallowed up and lost. Temptation is a 
rock on which many souls split, and are 
ship- wrecked. 

Hov? 
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Mow shall we escape the. dangers of 
du» worldy the storms of tliis trouble- 
iome oc'eani to which we are all ex* 
. posed, but in the sark of Christ's churchy 
in which the faithful are saved, as the fa- 
mily of No«h were saved when the world 
was drowned for ics wickedness ? 

The questions. 

Q. What IS man's life through thisf 
troublesome world ? 

A. As a dangerous passage over the 
waves of the sea. 

Q. What are the rocks and shallows 
which threaten us with ship-wreck? 

A. Temptations and worldly pleasures, 

Q. What are the winds which toss its 
mbout? 

A. Our own violent passions* 

Q. What can quiet them ? 

A. Nothing but the grace of God, 
aiiii the command of Christ. 

Q. How is that to be obtained ? 

A. We must cry to him as his disci- 
ples did, when they were ready to sink 
an a storm. 

Q. How was Noah saved from the 
V^ers? 

C * A. I» 



i4 ' THE BOOK or NATUHE. 

A. In an ark. 

Q, And what is the ark in which \rc 
are to be saved ? 

A. The church of Christ* 

The texts. 

Psal. cvii. 26. They mount up' to 
heaven^ (key ga down again to the 
depths : ' their soul is melted iicause of 
trotibU. 

Isa. IviL 20. The wicked are Uke the 
troubled sea, 

Jude 13. Raging wares /of thesea^ 
foaming out their (rwn shame. 

James i. 6. He that waverem is like 
a wave of the sea^ driven with'th^ wind 
and tossed. 

Matt. viii. 26 . Then he arose and re^ 
bilked the winds and the sea^ and there 
was a great calm. 

1 Pet. ill. 20. Eight souls were Saved 
by water : the like figure whereunto^ 
eveii baptisniy doth also now save us. • 

LESSON IV. 

THE BUTTERFLY. i 

THE butterfly Spreads its ti^ngs, and 
the $un shines upon its plumes ! See how 

the 
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iSys i^sdom of the Creator hath adorned 
it with beautiful lines, and painted it 
"vridi glorious colours. It fifes about, 
and finds . the plant whiglf is proper to 
feed its brood of caterpillars : and there 
it^la^fs its<ejg;gs to be batched by the sup. 
In dieir infant state they crawf about as 
hdpless worms, apd feed upon green 
leaves. Then they fold themselves up jn 
arca^e^like'a coffin, wbere they lie, a^. it 
iwere asleep, till the time of theu" chaise ; 
"when they br,eak this covering, an^ come 
forth with wings and feather^;, Uke paint* 
cd birds,. to fly. about the air^.apd sip th& 
dew of the fields and mieadows, and visit 
everyiSweet^ ai^ pjie^s^nl fiow^* . 

So am I now like the poor infant 
ymxuQSs crawhog al^ut upon tbis; earth. 
But if I. go on. in the. ways, of God,. I 
8l)all.at.len^h.be ^hanged from a worm 
into an angel. But first I must be sbiut 
tip in tb^ grave, and hide myself in the 
state of'death, till my change shall come.. 
Then I shall be raised to -life and liberty, 
and put on a spiritual body, and be able. 
to visit and enjoy all die wonders of God*$ 
"works, such as poor helpless mprtals can«« 
not now see nor understand. O let me 
iibt forfeit this expectation, for ttio sake 

c 2 of 
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of such low enjoytneoits as caterpiStfli. 

are capable of ! 

« ' ■ 

T^5 QUESTIONS. 

<Q. How ;^e t^ eggs of the butteiflf 
hatched ? 

A. The sun r^ses them to life. 

Q^ What arc they at first ? 

i^ Poor helple$s wonj9S that cravl 
jftbout. 

Q. What becomes of them next ? 

^. They are hid in a shell fike m 
cofBn^ where diey $leq> as if jdiey wcie 
(dfcad. 

Q. And what do dier ,come to A' 
tUstf 

' 'A. They come to life with wli^igs anl 
feathers of^many glorious colours. 

QJ And what are we in this p re s e n t 
world? " - ' 

A. We are as won^s cree{nng upoa 
the earths 

Q. Ahd what do we hope to come t9 

at last ? ; ' 

' A. We shall be raised from th^ Cham** 
^ers of death, ax^d become like angeh. 



Ths 



The texts. 

Jfj^iXyr* ^* Man that i& a warm. 

I^.xxfvi^ 19, ^. Qmie^ my people ^ . 
0nter pUIq tky chftmbers — iide thyself 
ma it wer^Jor a little moment 

P^. Ixxviii. 13. Though ye have laiw 
gmang the fpt^y yet shM ye be as tlic 
ynngs of a effime^ that is covered xvith 
mb^m»gh 0nd h^rfeathfr^ Ukc gold^ 

I^ESSON V. 

THE FADING FLOWEIt. 

TO-pAY the flower bl9weth, and 
^pfes^odi lorth its leaves^ and we admire 
its beafttv^ but its glory k .short; for ic 
90QQ ^detH, and fallecti . away to the 
groond* I ^i^ like diis flow^er, frail and 
XQOK^: wd I must ikot ^ue mvself 
far my thing I am, or any thbg I nave 
in this life : for if I were i^ever so great 
and noble, I must fade as the flower^ 
and be withered as the gn^ Where 
are they now, who wefe once the great 
wd-the honpurable 5>f the e^rtji ? as the 
scythe cutteth down t&e grass, so hath 
death sw^pt thorn awav« Bu^ ^oft-lived 

m tb€.*flpw^ jis, God p^o¥|4^ ^^ ^^ 

C 3 and 
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and covereth it with a raim^t, sudi ^ 
Solomon in a]l his glory did not wear* 
.therefore, if Cod «o clothe a*'' fading 
flower, which is made but for a' day, he 
will liever neglect me, who am maae fot 
ctiernity. He will provide for all xaf 
Hodily wants ,, and which is much morey 
Be will cover my naked and sinful soul; 
that it n^ay be fit to appear in his sight. , 
He hath giveri to me in my baptism that 
best robe, the robe of righteousness, 
Vhich shall faever change, but keep its 
glory like die sun which faxkth not. 
Lord grant that I may keep unspotted 
the garment thou hast put upon my 
soul ; that, when I have put off my 
body, I may still wear this best rob^ 
and at length put on immortality both in 
^ody arid soul, at the resurrection of the* 
just* Blessed are the poor whom God 
hath clothed : but woe to the rich, if he 
}iath sent tliem haked and empty away. 



k. >• • 



The questions. 

Q. What is all the glory of man in 
Chiiriifc? - 
^' A. It is a flower that fadeth. 

Q. But what do you expoct, when yov 

^-* •" ' con» 
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consider thebcantiful colours with whijch 
die flower is clothed i 

A. That €rod, who cloth.ed tb^ flower 
finer than king Solomon, will al^o clothe 



Q. What is Ac best rpbp that Go^ 
putteth upon us ? 

A. Righteousness. ' 

th* texts. 

1 Pet. i. 24. All flesh is grass^ a^d 
all ike glory of man (is f he flower of 
grass. 

Matt. vi. 30. If God so clpfhe the 
grass of the fields shall he runt much 
more clothe you f 

Pssal. cxxxii. 9. Let thy priests bt^ 
^thed with righteousness* 

LESSON YI. 

GOD ANDTHE HEAVENS. 

LOOK how high the heavens are ! 
kow much higher must he be who made 
tfiem so ; and who5ie kingdom rpleth 
over all. 

The heavens and the elements, the 
tun, the moon, and the stars, the winds, 
and the seasoasy rule over flaap's body -, 

and 
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amd without them we can neither act, 
nor breathcy nor live. But the 80ul of 
rhSLTi lives under the kingdom of God. 
He is the fkther of spirits, and his grace 
nileth over them all. Without his light 
I most watk in darkness i and without 
his spirit I have no life in me. 

Oh ! the poor blind, who wander about 
without seeing the sun ! But more mi- 
serably blind is he, whose mmd is with- 
out the light of God*s word. When 
our spirit dcparteth from us, then wc dic» 
and return again to the diAt : and our 
soul must die in like maimer, if the spiiit 
of God departeth from it. 

Without the light of the holy scripture 
we sit in darkness, and the shadow of 
death. Ignorance is the darkness of the 
mind ; and it is worse than the darkness 
of Egypt, when God plagued those 
v/icked pebple. As God is the author 
and giver of light, so is the devil the 
prince of darkness. God willeth thet 
all men should see, and he saved ; but 
the God of this xvorld blmdeth mejtr 
eyes^ that the glorious Gospel of Jesus 
Christ may be hidden from them. 

Lord grant, that as I live and breathe 
under tl^ elements and powers of thi« 

world 
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wofid m my mortal life ; so my soul 
Bsay live under thee» ami be a member 
of thy kingdom, , inheriting thy grace 
liere» and thy glory hereafter. Let me . 
loTC the true light, and put away from 
me the works of darkness. I'hen shall 
I wish that thy kingdom may come ; 
mad that the heavens and th^ earth may 
pass away, that we may see all things ; 
mem : woen cho« thyself shalt be our 
sum^ thy spirijt our con^orter,. ai;^ tho^ 
angels and saints shall be seen around 
thy throne, ^s the stars of heaven are 
seen by pa shining in the firoianent^ 

The questions. 

Q. Who is the true sun . that rules 
ever the spirits of men i 

A. God. 

Q. Who is the true light, and the sua. 
t£ righteousness f 

A. JesHS Christ. 

Q. Who gives life to the soul> as rhc 
mar gives breath to our bodies ? ' ^ 

A. The Holy Ghost. 

jQ. What gives light to the mind ? 

A. The word of God. 

Q. What then are we, without rh# 

A. W9 
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A. We walk in darkness. 

Q. What are we when w6 do not 
love the word of God» or do not use it 
to direct us ? 

A. Our souls arc blind. 

Q. Who is the prince of darkness? 

A. The devil. 

Q. Who are like the stars of the fir* 
mament i 

A. The angels are soch now^ and the 
siints will be snch hereaftei* 

The texts. 

Psal. Ixxxiy. 1 1. The Lord God is c 
sun and a shield. 

John viii. 12. I am the light of the 
world ; he that folUmetk me shall not- 
walk in darkness^ but shall, have the 
light of life. 

John XX. 22. He breathed upon ihefn^ 
and saidy receive ye the Holy Ghost, 

Ezek. xxxvii. 9. Come from the four 
wijidsy O breathy and breathe npom. 
these slain that they may live. 

Pdal. cxix. 105. Thy word is a lamp 
unto my fect^ and a light unto my 
paths. 

Luke L 79. To give light t^ th^m 

that 
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.tkat sit in darkness and in the shadow 
. 0/* death. 

2 Cor* IV. 4. The God of this xvorld 
hath blinded the eyes of them which 
. believe not. . 

Dan* xii* 3. They that be wise shall 
shine, as the firmament J and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars 
for ever and ever. 

1 Cor* XV. 41* One star differeth 
. from, anjother star in glory. So also is 
the resurrection of the dead. 

LESSON VIL 

THE BtE. 

HERE is a piece of a pure white ho- 

. neycomb* How exactly it is formed into 

cdls, all of a fize» ana all of the same 

• curious and convenient figure, with six 
' sides or walls, and the bottom so con- 
- trived.as to answer to the cells on cither 

• side. Yet, exact and wonderful as this 
. honeycomb is, the bee made it and mea- 

fiored it in the dark ! No man could have 
: made it in the light ; because no man hath 
: the fingers or the wisdom of the bee. 
Ilie l)ee, tq look upon, is a poor little 

brown fly, with no beauty to make us 
. . . admire 
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admire it ; yet it is the wise^ of all m* 
sects. So is the nightingale, with all iSB 
musical notes^ which fill die woods, and 
charm the ear in the spring-time, a little 
brown bird, not so handsome as a spar* 
row. The excellence of these creatures 
is in their art and wisdom, not in thdr 
outward form and beauty. The painted 
butterfly is very much admired : but it 
never mates any honey. • The peacock 
has feathei-s embroidered with gold, and 
shming like the rainbow : but its voice is 
little better than the braying of the ass- 

The befe, like the ant, is a pattern of 
diligence. As often as the sun shines^ 
she goes out to work, and neyer loses 
any opportunity of gathering and laying 
up her honey. There is an idle sort of 
bees in the hive, which are called drones : 
these are killed and cast out by the busjf 
bees ; and it is a rule amongir them, as 
it ought to be amongst christians, that if 
any will not work, neither should he cat ; 
as being one who is unworthy to live. 
If any man eat without working, some-' 
body else must work the more for it. If 
jone of the legs should be benumbed, and 
will not walk, the other leg must do tb# 
ivork of both. 

Whca 



b. 
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When the bees gwarm, a royal bee, 
larger than the rest, is their leaaer, who 
is said to be a female ; her motions they 
all obey. Wherever this bee pleases to 
aKght, there the swarm settles ; and they 
live orderly under the government in the 
hive.-^There is one who keeps watch 
toward the mouth of the hive, to ob- 
serve all that pass in and out. If one 
bee is overloaded, others go to help it : 
and if one hath suffered from the wea- 
ther, or any other accident, another goes 
•to comfort and cure it^ They are armed 
with stings to defend themselves, and 
they all fight together in a body against 
an enemy, so that neither man nor beast 
can resist* their power. 

Happy is the man, and happy are the 
people who are directed by such rules of 
^sdom and policy as the bees are ! 

The questions. . 

Q. Can a man make a honeycomb ? 

A« No art can make it but tnat of the 
bee« 

Q. And who taught the bee ? 

A. The Creator of the world. 
' Q.: Does it want the day-Jiig^t whea 
St is busy? 
■ •- :'-"r .• D. . IL No, 
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A. N09.it measures its work in the 
dark. 

Q* What is the other example of In* 
dustry among the insects ? 

A. The ant, whose wa)rs arc very in- 
structive to us. 

Q. How does the swarm treat the idle 
bees? 

A. They kill them and cast them out. 

Q. Have the bees a royal leader? 

A. Yes ; and they are all obedient 
subjects^ 

Q. How do the bees defend them<-^ 
selves ? 

A. With their stings. 

Q. Agfiinst what enemies ? 

A. Against wasps and other robbers. 

The texts. 

Ecclus. ix. 2, 3. . Commend not a man 
for his beauty ; neither abhor a man 
for his outward appearance. The bee 
is little among such as fly^ but her 
f^it is the chief of sweet things. 

Jam. i. 5. //' any lack wisdom^ let 
hwiaskofGod. - 

Prov- vi. 6. Crtf to the ant^ thou 
.sluggard^ consider. her way s^. and be 
wise. 

4 2Tbc88. 
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2 Thtts. ill. 1 0, This we coffinianded 
yoUf that if any wotUdnot xvority iieither 
should he eat. 

1 Pet. ii. 17. Fear God^ honour the 
king. 

Hcb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have 
ike rul& vfver you. 

LESSON VIIL 

THE BLOWING FLOW£R. 

IN the sprihg the plaht gfroweth up, 
afi9 its seeds are ripe in the ^Qmraer and 
the autumn. Its leaves are greeiiy and 
itt flowers' afe painted with colours; 
some are red, some blue, some yellow, 
some mixed and spotted, ami some of a 
pure white, like tlie lily. The fine 
plsinte^leaves of the floWer ^-c the cloath- 
ing which covers the seeds while they are 

J^oung and tender. For this reason, the 
eaves of the flower shut close together 
in the eveninff, to suard the young seeds 
from the cold of uie night ; as the hen . 
cbvefeth her young brood under her 
wings. But in the dayjtim^, the rays of 
the suh spread the flbwer opdn; ^nd the 
seeds receive the benefit of Ae warmth 
tb cherish dienr, and make them grow. 

» 2 When 
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When the vessel which holds the seed 
becomes harder and stronger, the leaves 
of the flower fall away to the ground ; 
for they are of no farther use ; as the in- 
fant is no longer swaddled when it is able 
to go alone. 

The questions. 

Q. Of what use are the painted leaves 
of a flower ? 

Ar They clothe the voung seeds, that 
the cold may not hurt them. 

Q. When do the leaves of the flower 
fiiUaway? 

A. When the seed or fruit bath no 
ferthdr need of them. 

•The text. 

Matt. vi. 28; Consider the lUic4 h(W 
they grow. 

LESSON IX. 

THE LIVES OF A SEEP. 

BUT most wonderful is the progress, 
of the seed from its first to its second 
life ; for it hath two lives. During its 
jfirst life, it grows and ripens in the plant 
lyhich bearf it, aod then falls away to. 
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Ae earth out 6( which it grew. But it 
hath a second life after its resurrection 
froni the earth ; froito whence it springs 
up with a life of its own, and with a 
n#w body, trom every seed there grow- 
eth a plant of the same kind with that 
which bore the seed; God giveth t9 
every seed its own body, 

I also am taught by the word of God, 
to expect two livfcs. Tlie otie is my 
present earthly life, which I have of my 
parents; the other is the life which I 
shall have after I have been buried. For 
as the seed is not quickened except it 
die, so cannot I obtain eternal life but by 
th^ way of death. 

The gi'aVe is as the furrow of the field, 
in which the seed is sown ; and as the 
sunshine of the spring raiseth the seed to 
life, so shall the Sun of righteousness re- 
turn, to raise all those who are buried in 
the earth. The Hme is coming, when 
they that are in their graves shall hear 
his voice and come forth, as Lazarus 
table forth from the tomb, when Jesus 
called him. 

The good seed of wheat and other 
grain, is gathered for use, and laid up in 
2i^ barn, as tbXf Hghtebos, when oiey 

D 3 die. 
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die, are gathered to their fathers ; but 
tjfic evil seeds of the thistle are blown 
about by the wind^, ?ind scattered over 
the face of the earth. Such as I am at 
my death, such shall I be at my resurrec- 
tion. If I am the see4 of a thorn or a 
diistle, wjien I die, (whiph God forbid) 
mere will te no hppje th^t J shall be 
found a rose or a lily, when I am risen' 
again ; for e^'^ry seccf will have its own 

The questions. 

Q. How many lives hath a seed ^ 

A. A first and a second. 

Q. What is its first life ? 

A. That life to vyhich it js bora in thq 
plant that bears it. 

Q. Which is its second life ? 

A. That which it hath when it rise| 
agam froiT> the earth. 

Q. With vvhat sort of body doth if 
jDome ? . ' • * 

A. Wjth its pwi) body. 

Q. What dp you naean by it$ owi^ 
body ? 

A* A plant of the same kind with thq 
$ced that was sown. 

«. What is your fir$t lif^ f 

A. My 
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, Ar. My nst^yra) life, whicb ,1 have of 
iJiy parents.' ' . . 

Q/ What is yohf second life ? 
_ A. Myjspjiri<;u^Ui£e. j^hichOod wIU 
give to my body after it hitch been sbwu 
ip tl^e eartlXf ^d.i^ise^ agaii). 

Q. The ^n l^rites seed^ tq life ; but 
who Is to raise the ocad i 

A. Jesus Christ, the 3un of Righteous- 
ness, 

Q. What bec'omes of good and bad 
seed, when they are ripe ? 

A. Wheat is gathered, and thistles are 
scattered by die winds. 

The texts. 

1 Gpr. XV, 44. It is sown a iidfural 
todr/; it is taiscd a spiritual bddtf\ 
y. 38. God givcth it a body as it hath 
pleased him^ and to every seed its own 
body. 

Isa. xxvi. 19. The dead vien shall 
live : tog ether xvith my dead boiy shall 
fhey arise; axvake and sing^ ye that 
dwell in the dusf; for thy dew is as the 
dew of herbs, and the earth shall casf 
out her dead. 

I Cor. XV. 36. Thoufool'y that which 
fhou sowestts not qidckenedexcept it die 
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^£pifi. V A4^. J^ki tkbu thhi ste0Kst. 
and arise from thfi, dead, and Chrisz 
shall 0;^ ihee lighL 
\ MatdiVxiii. 30. Gather the wheat 
ihio niy oarn. 

.2 Kmgs xxii. 20. . / will gather thee 
iitiio thi/fatherty and thou shUll be ga* 
thered into thy grwge in peace. 

Isa. xli. 16. The wind ihall carry 
them away, and the whirlwind shatt 
icatter them. 

LESSON X. 

WATER AND THE SPIRIT, 

WHEN I wash my hands vrith water 
to make them crea;n9 I should |)ray to 
God that he would be pleased to viaki 
hie a clean heart, and renew a right 
spirit within me, Tlie foulness 6{ my 
hands is easily washed away, but I can* 
not wash the inward stain of sin from 
my souly and give myself a clean heart. 
This IS a second birth, and is no niore id 
iny own power than my firit birth was. 
Ood, who willeth that all sinners should 
be saved, sent out his Apostles to bap- 
tize all nations^ with water aad the Holy 

Ghb3t, 
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Ghost, without which they cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 

In the temple of Solomon, there was a 
large bason, called a sea ; it was made ot 
brass, to" 'hold ^^ater for the washing of 
those who came to worship. Uiider it 
there were the %ures of twelve oxen ; 
throe, of them looking each way, toward 
the four quarters of th6 heavens ; to shew 
that baptism should be carried out into 
all the v^Qrld, by the twelve ministers of 
Jesus Christ. They have brought it even 
unto me, and I have been washed in bap* 
tism, that I may be saved. But I may ' 
defile myself, and lose the benefit of it ; 
aiis the swine when it is washed, returns 
again to its wallowing in the mire. As' 
the swine delighteth to be unclean, so do 
$ome take pleasure in a dirty conscience. ' 
Such are not the better, but the worse for . 
their baptism ;- they forfeit the wedding " 
garment. The sheep and the lamb»\ 
when they are washed, keep themselves 
pure. — So must I, if I wish to continue 
ip the fold with the sheep of Christ ; ' 
who has promised to be my shepherd, to 
feed me in a green pasture, and to make; 
liie lie dovC'n T>e^ide the waters of com- 
fort. He will appear again to separate ' 

the 



< ' 
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■»■..* 

tKc sheep from the goats, in the day t{ 

{'udgnient; when, I tfust, of hii mercy," 
it will set me on his right h^nd, .and 
make me happy for ever in bis own' 
kingdom. 

The questions. 

^Q. What, doth the water of baptism 
wash away ? 

A. The stain of sin. 
^. But water cannot do this o^ itself. 
A. No, it is an outward and visible 
sign of the Spirit of God". 

Q., What did that brazen sea signify, 
which contained water for die purifica* 
tion of those who washed in the Temple ? 
. A. It shewed that baptism should be 
carried out from Jud^a to the four quar* 
ters of the world, that all niations might 
be baptised. 

Q. What is the duty of those whom 
God hath washed from sin ? 
.-A. To keep themselves pure and ttn« 
spotted. 

^ Q. What would die swine do if it 
werp washed? 

A. It would turn again to wallow in 
the mire. 

The 
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The texts. 

Psal. }i. T. Thpu shalt wash nie^ and 
JT shall be whiter than snow, 

2 Kings V. ip. fVash in Jordan seven 
. tiniesy and thy flesh shall come dgapt 
untotheef ana thou shalt be clean. 

1 Tim. V. 22. Keep thyself jnire. 

Jude 23. Hatijig even the garment 
spotted.hy the flesh. 

LESSON XI. 

GOD AND THE JUDGE. 

THE eyes of the Lord are in .every 
.PJ^cCf beholding the evil and the good. 
There is no secret place in whiph the 
sinner can hide himself ; for God, who 
is present every where, secth in the dark 
as well as in the light. He heareth y$ 
. when we do not speak ; because he 
heareth our thoughts. As the light of 
, the sun reaches to the ends ot &c 
worlds and to the bottom of the sea ; so 
doth the presence of God reach to all 
places and all times, though we see him 
not. I^ his power were not constazt^ 
upon us, we should be nothing; for fn 

hitn 
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him we live and niovey and have &ur 
being, .... 

The Judge who punj'shcth sins in a 

.court of justice, receivcth his ihfonna- 

' tion from others, and can know only 

' that which the witnesses tell him. But 
God IS both judge and witness, and 

. kn'oweth all things. When the judge 
hath condemned a man, and he is put to 
deatli, he hath no more that he can do : 
but the power of God reaches beyond 
the grave ; for he can destroy both the 
soul aQd body in hell. His hand shall 

.find out those whom the grave, hath hid- 
den from our sight, and they shall be 
brought forth and placed before his judg- 
ment-seat, to be judged for their past 
Jives. Thefts, murders, and other fins, 
which were committed in the dark, and 
were hitVicn from men so long as the 
offenders lived, shall then be' all disco- 

•vcred and made known. With the fear 
of this, the guilty shall tremble when 
they rise from their graves : then shall 
they call out upon the mountains to fall 

,.uppn them, end hide them from the face 
•f" their Judge. 

That 1 may not be afraid to meet my 

God 
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God in that great day, let me now set 
him before me- in all my thoughts, words, 
and adtion^. Let me live every day as in 
his sight; then will he be my friend to 
save me, and mv fiither to reward me, 
not my Judge to condemn and punish 
me. It is his will, that all sliould repent 
and be saved. The fire of hell was not 
made for me ; it was made for the devil 
and his angels. If I come there at last, 
it will be my own fault, for God hath 
sent his Son to seek me, and deliver me 
from tlie wrath to come. 

The questions. 

Q. Is God every where present ? 

A. His eyes are in every place. 

Q. How can the presence of God ex* 
tend to every place ? 

A. As the light which issues from the 
sun penetrates all things, and goeth out 
to the ends of the world. 

Q. What would the soul of man be 
without God ? 

A. As his body would be without the* 
sun, lifeless and motionless : for God is 
necessary to our being. 

Q. How doth the power of God ex- 
tend to sinners after this life ? 

jj A. He 
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A. He can destioy the soul as well as 
the body. 

Q« What is the grave to wicked Hnen ? 

A. A prison from which they shall be 
^b^^ed to be condemned at the last day. 

QT Who shall bear witness against 
them ? 

A. God seeth all their actions now ; 
but then, the devil, and their own con« 
sciences shall accuse and expose them. 

Q. How are we to avoid this drea Iful 
condemnation ? 

A. By judging ourselves, and setting 
the Lord always before us. 

Q, For whom is the fire of hell pre-* 
pared ? 

A. Not for me, but for the devil and 
his angels. 

The texts. 

Psal. cxxxix. 2. Thoii art about my 
pathf and about my bed^ and spiest eut 
all mi/ waj/s. ver. 1 1 , I'/ie darkness 
and light to thee are both alike. 

Acts xvii. 22. In him we live^ and 
viovey and have our being. 

Psal. xix. 6. There is 7W thing hid 
ftpm the heat thereof, 

Heb. iv. 13. All things are naked 

and 
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and opened unto the eyes of him^ with 
whom we have to do. 

Lukoodi. 5. Fear htm^ who after he 
hath killed^ hath pcmer to cast into 
hell. 

Eccles. xii. 14. God shall bring evert/ 
work into judgment y with spery secret 
things whether it be goody j0r whether 
it be eviL 

Matth. XXV. 41. Depart from me ye 
cursed into everlasting firCf prepared 
/or the devil and his angels. 

LESSON XH. 

SLEEP AND DREAMS. 

WHEN I sleep, my fiuicy is led about 
by dreams. I am disturbed by vain hopes 
and fears ; but I awake and they are all 
gone. I am aflFridited and run away 
-when there is no £uiger, and I am de- 
lighted with that whidi is nothine but a 
shadow. I think I am flying through 
the air, while I am motionless in my 
bed. I think I have found great trea- 
sures ; but I awake, and am as poor as 
ever. Of that which is real I have no 
knowle^e, while my mind is thus filled 
with shadows: butpedn^s I dream that 

£ 2 I am 
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I am sailing on the water, while the 
chamber in which I sleep hath taken fire; 
and I know-it not till the flames reach 
my body, and awdke me : tbea I start 
up, but it is too late to escape. 

Now let me ask ray heart this qties-- 
tion. ■ Am^iot 1, who am thus deceived 
in my sleep, itk^dangenof being deceived 
when I am awake ? If niy fancy is filled 
with such things, as will have no sub- 
stance when I awake in the morning of 
the resurrection^, then will my whole lif(^ 
be no better than a dream : and of that 
wJiich is real T shidl havfe no -knowledge 
or sense. When I am told of God, or 
of heaven, or of the wrath to come, 
these things will not aflrect me,;beca'ase 
I am in a sort :of sleep, .and my. heart is 
filled with .things of no substance- ,The 
rich man in the parable, was lulled to 
sleep by his fine cloathing and his sump- 
tuous living, .and he never awak^sd till he 
died. .; Then !he lift up his eyes, .and 
found himself '.in a place of. torment ! . 
-: What, are the pleasures of .youth, .the 
homotirs of aianhQod,..or tlie wealth of 
age?. Will they last ? .And can.i^ carry 
them, with us^ beyond the .grave.? No ! 
they will all foiBftko jU8» .and .b&iGft be^ 
:., , .. . hind 
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hind US as the shadow of a dream. Yet 
these are the things the world seeketh 
ifter, and their fancy is so employed diat 
diey can think of nothing dse. Man 
xeatketh in a vain shadow^ and dis'- 
quieteih himself in vain ; he heapeth 
up riches^ and cannot tell who shall 
father theifi. When he is awake» he 
18 employed just as men are when they 
are asleep ; his time is taken up, and his 
mind is disquieted, like 4ie mind of a 
man in at dream, with things which 
preve to be nothing at last. His life 
hath nothing real in it, and so it is but 
the shadow of life, a vain shadow. 

But if I serve God, and read his word, 
and lay my prayen, and do good to the 
poor ; then I act like a man who is awake: 
for these and otiier like things, are all real 
and lasting as God iiimself is ; and the 
fruit of them will remain with me for 
ever. When I awake in anodier world, 
I shall still be the servant of God, as I 
am now : his word and his wisdom will 
delight me. as they do now, and much 
more, because I shall understand them 
better ; and what I have ehrea to the 
poor iipon earth, I shall fim again as « 
Ureisure in heaven. 

%i Lord 
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• d^ord, let me: not sleep, as others da, 

•in .Mn-, but let me walk with thee, as 
a. child of the day, and be awake, unto 
righteousness ; that when I shall awake 

-from death, I moy-find myself iri'thy 
presence, ami live in tliy heavenly king- 
dom, where is 'ociiher darkness. nor va- 
nity, : neither -dfcanife .'fi or .shadows ; bat 
all is truth, aiid;all is ligiit, f6r. ever 

,and ever. . * :-• 

T»E. QtfEisTIONS; 

Q. '\Vlut strjtnj^c. things happen to us 
when we are asleep ? . . 

A. .Our mind is deceived with rdrearas 
.and visions, which we believe to be true. 
•- i Q; And wh^t.happens to us when wc 
are awake?' . .:..•;■. 
... A., We deceive ourselves .with many 
vbions, and think ; to no more purpose 
than men do wb^. are asleep. 

Q. When the mind is in this state, 
rwhaiL doth it -perceive of things real.; 
such as God,, heavcjn, hell, and tije rcsur- 
j'cction of the dead, and such Ukie ? 

A. No morei tlian a man asleep per- 
iceivcr 9£the fire .which, is about to burn 
.hius iA.his bed. .- : .- 

Q. When did Dives liftjup bi3 eye? ?. 
\:.l - -. A- Not 
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A. Not till he was in torments. 

Q. What rule have you to distinguish 
between shadows and substances,? 

A. All things that vanish with this 
present life are false ; all things that en- 
dure beyond it are true, and will never 
deceive us. 

The texts. , 

Psal. xxxix, 6. Man xvalkcth in a 
vain shadow. 

\ Thess. V. 6. Let us not sleep, as do 
others ; hut let us watch and he sober, 

Eph. V. 14. Awake thou that steepest, 
and arise from the deady and Christ 
shall give thee light, 

Luke vii. 14. Youri^ many I say unto 
thee arise. 

Psal. Ixxvi. 5. The proud are robbed j 
they have slept their sleep ; and all the 
wen whose hands were mighty have 
found nothing. 

Psal. xvii. 16. When I axvake up af- 
ter thy likenessy I shall be satisfied 
%nth it. 



LES. 
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LESSON XIII. 

THE GREAT FAMILY. 

GOD is my father, the church is my 
mother ; all christian people are my bre- 
thren in Jesus Christ, who is the true 
Son of God. We all make one £unily 
under the same head, and the same Sa- 
viour; and the angels of heaven are 
comprehended withm this family as well 
as the saints upon earth. It is called the 
church ; and I was bom unto God, and 
made a member of it by bapdsm ; as 
surely as I was made a member of this 
world by my birth from my natural pa- 
rents. I do not belong to the church by 
any right of nature, but. only by the 
grace and calling of God. 

If God is my father, I may depend 
upon his goodness and affection to me : 
but I must pray to him, as I make my 
wants known to my earthly parents. I 
must also expect that God will chastise 
and correct me for my faults ; even as 
every wise father punisheih the child in 
whom he delighteth . How unhappy arc 
those children, who are under foolish 
parents, who keep them in ignorance, 

and 
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and ruin them with indulgence ' God's 
children are not so left to themselves. 
Let me then be thankful when I am cor- 
rected in mercy ; as a token of my adop- 
tion, and election, to be a child of God-. 

If the church is my mother, who hath 
brought me forth to be an heir of glory ; 
it is .my duty to conform to her rules, 
that I may bavq the benefit of her or- 
dinances. 

If christian people are my brethren, it 
must be my duty to love them : and to 
bear iq ' mind that wise advice of ''the 
good Joseph to his brethren, see that ye 
fali not out by the way. In our j<iur- 
ney through life, we are under so niany 
trials and afflictions, that it is both foolish 
and wicked for christiaui brethren to add 
to onis 'another's troubles by strife and 
envying, by quarrellings and disputings. 

ftood people are ashamed of their 
poor relations ; but I must not be 
fushamed to own the poorest child in the 
family of God ; who perhaps, after jv 
laboribus lite of faith and patience, will 
be ray superior in the; kingdom of heaven. 
I am to remember that Jesus Christ, the 
fiead of this, gre^ic and holy family, was 
made poor for my sakgy and doth nov^ 

hea;^ 
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hear the prayers and attend to the \vants 
of the poorest christian. Who then am I, 
that I should d^re to despise or neglect 
those of whom Jesus Christ is mindful ? 
When I do them good, I must do it be- 
cause they belong to Him ; not to shew 
my own superiority, or to obtain the 
praises of men : and then all I do will 
be accepted, and I shall have treasure in 
heaven. 

The questions. 

Q. Who is your spiritual father ? 

A. God, the fiither of spirits. 

Q. Who is your spiritual mother i 

A. The church. 

Q. Who arc your brethren ? 

A* AU christian people. 

Q. How db they become such I 

A. In Jesus Christ, who is the true 
Son of God, and the first-bom of many 
brethren. 

Q. When was you taken into this 
fiamily ? 

A. When I was baptised. 

Q, How far doth this great £unily ex- 
tend? 

A. It takes in the angels of heaven, 
and all saints departed. 

Q. What 
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#■ 

Q. What must you do> if God is 
your father ? 

A* I must make mv wants known to 
him in prayer, as children do. 

Q. 'Aad what will God do as a father ? 

A* He will correct me in love and 
mercy, that my own will may not ruin 
me. 

Q. What duty is required of you to 
the church ? 

A. To conform myself to her rules, 
that I may have the benefit of her sacra- 
ments. 

Q. What duty is required toward your 
brethren ? 

• A. To love and b€ at peace with 
tfaem. 

Q. Are you to be afhamed of poor 
ciiristians ? 

A. No ; we are all equal in the house 
of God. 

Q. Why are you to do good to the 
poor ? 

A. Because they 1)elong to Christ. 

The texts, 

Luke xi. 2. Ourfaihe)\ which art in 
heaven. 
Gal. iv. 26. But Jerusaltnh which is 

above 
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above is free ^ which is the mother of 
us all. 

Col, i. 2. To the saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ. 

Eph. iii. 14. The Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christy of whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is Tiamed, 

Eph. i. 22. And gave him to he head 
over all things to the church. 

Matth. vi. 6. Pray to thy father. 

Rev. iii. 19. As many as I love^ I 
rebuke and chasten. 

Deut. viii. 5. As a nmn chas^enetk 
his so7ij so the Lord chasteneth thee. 

Matth. xviii. 17, Hear the church. 

1 Pet. iii. 8. Love as b)Xthrcn. 

1 Cor. xii. 13. We are all baptised 
into one body^ whether xce be bo7id or 
free. 

Mark ix. 41, Whosoever sliall give 
you a cup of water to drink\ in iny 
naviCy because ye belong to Christy ve^ 
rily I say unto youy he shj.ll 7iot lose 
his reward, 

LESSON XIV> 

THE SOUL AND TH^ BODY. 

I HAVE a soul within me, which 
I cannot sec: but I know that it lives, 

because 
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because it acts : and I am taught to un- 
derstand its actions from the senses of 
my body. As the eyes of the body see 
things, so doth the soul know and ww- 
derstand: as the body hears, so doth 
the soul attend an4 obey. As the body 
Jeels^ so is the mind affected in the pas- 
sions. As the body smelleth and fasiet/i, 
so doth the soul relish some thinojs, and 
dislike others, and is able to distinguish 
between good and evil. As the body 
hungers and thirsts, so hath the soul its 
appetites, and must be nourished by such 
food as is proper for It. 

A perfect soul, is like a body in its full 
health and strength ; but since Adam fell 
into sin, and bee?. me subject to death, 
there is no such perfect soul now in the 
nature of man. I'he soul is sick, and 
must be cured: It must even be born 
again to a new life, before ir can serve 
God, and understand his word. Jesus 
Christ came into the world as the phy- 
sician of mankind ; but if we had been 
whole, we should have had no need of 
him. 

All the evils and distempers of the soul, 
are shewn by the various diseases of the 
body; and if there had been no sin in 

F th<j 



50 THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

the soul, there would have been no sick* 
ness in the body. 

The miserable effects of sin are as 
woimds and bruises and putrifying sores. 
The foulness of that sinfol nature i;duch 
descends to us from our parents, is as the 
leprosy, which comes by inheritance, and 
infects the whole man. We have no 
ears to hear the word of God, nor eyes 
to see the wonderous things of his law ; 
but are by nature deaf and blind toward 
God and all goodness. W6 have no 
more ability to praise htm, than if we 
were dumb ; neither can we lift up our 
hands, nor bend our knees in prayer, till 
he gives us new strength. 

Therefore, Jesus Christ, who came to 
cure our souls of all their infirmities, 
opened the eyes of the blind , he made 
the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak ; - 
he gave strength to the lame, and even 
raised the dead, to shew that he gives us . 
a new life. 

Let me then, O Lord, receive the be* 
nefit of thy coming. Cuie my sick soul 
of all its infirmities, and call me by thy 
voice, as thou didst call thy friend Lazarus, 
to a new life. Restore me to my sight, 
and my hearingi xbaX I be not as me nap- . 

dened 
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dened Jews, who had eyes and saw not, 
ears and heard not. Cleanse me from all 
my sins, even as thou didst cleanse the 
lepers that cried unto thee ; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Let my faith cry 
tknta thee, and thy power will at all times 
be ready to heal and to save me. 

The questions. 

Q. How are we to underftand thp 
8ouI? 

A. From the senses of the body« 

Q. Is there any such thing* as a per- 
fect soul? 

A* Never since die fell of Adam. 

Q. What dien must be done for us ? 

A« Our souls must be cured. 

Q. What then is Jesus Christ ? 

A. He is the physician of souls. 

Q. Why did he cure men's bodies ? ^ 

A. To shew that he restores their 
souls. ^ 

Q. On whom were the miracles of 
Christ and his Apostles wrought ? 

A. On those only who had faith to be 
healed.' 

Q. What follows from thence ? 

A. That without faith I cannot be 
saved. 

F2 The 
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The texts. . 

1 Cor. XV. 22- In Adam all die. 

Rom. ill. 10. There is none righteous^ 
710 not one. 

Matth. ijc. 35. Jesus went about heafr 
ing every sickness. 

Acts xiv. 9, Perceiving that hi^ had 
faith to be healed. 

Matt. ix. 1 2. They that be whole need 
not aphysiciany but they thit are sick — 
I came not to call the righteous^ but 
sinners to repentance. 

Psal. xli."4. Heal my sovlyfor I hwoe 
sinned against thee. . 

Psal. cxlvi. 8. The Lord ope^et^the 
eyes of the blind. . ' , 

Isa. XXXV. 41 God will tppie and'savc 
you. Then the eyes of the blvnfi shall 
be opened, and the ears of the deafpiall 
be unstopped — thenshatt the lame vian 
hap, and the tongue of the dumb shall 
.sing, &c, 

LESSON XV. 

THE SAVIOUR AND THE 
DESTROYER.. 

AS «urely as there is Ugh^ so surely 
Is t}iere a God ; and as surely as ti>ere is 

dark* 
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darkness, so surely is there a spirit of 
darkness, whom we call the devil. It is 
accessary for me to know God, by whom 
I am to t>e saved ; and woe be unto me, 
if I know not the devil, by whose de- 
vices I may be destroyed. But as I can- 
not see him, (for he is a spirit) I must 
learn what he is, by the pictures whidi 
are given me of his evil nature. He is 
called the destroyer^ and is contrary in 
cveiy respect to the faviour. 

Jesus Christ is the true light ; but he is 
the prince of darkness ; the god of this 
world, who blindeth men's eyes, that they 
may not' see the truth. My saviour is a 
shepherd, who giveth his life for the 
sheq) ; but the devil is a lion, who goeth 
about seeking what he may devour. The 
one is a lamb, meek and harmless ; the 
other a serpent, full of devices, and more 
subtile than any beast of the field. The 
one raises men to life ; the other was a 
murderer from the beginning. The one 
is my advocate with the Father ; sufFer- 
ihg and pleading for the pardon of my 
sins : the other is the accuser of the 
brethren ; first tempting them to fall into 
sin, and then accusing them that they 
may fall under fhe Judgment of Goa. 

F 3 Jesus 
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Jesus Christ is the truth ; and the devil is 
the father of Hes. And lastly, JesuS; 
Christ is the true God, worshipped by all 
believers ; and the devil is the false God^ 
worshipped under a variety of names by 
the heathen world. 

If I love God and goodness, I shall be 
like the Saviour ; but if my eyes should 
be blinded, then I shall be like the de- 
stroyer. The children of the devil are 
like the devil ; as the young viper is like 
the old one. There have always been 
two eorts of people in the world; the 
sons of God and the seed of the serpent ; 
and God hath put such enmity between 
them, as shall last as long as the world 
doth. Why did the Jews crucify Jesus 
Christ ; and why did the heatliens perse- 
cute christians, and put them cruelly to 
death ; but because they were of their 
father the devil, and filled with the same 
spirit of envy and hatred as he is ? His 
name is called Satan, which means an 
advtirsary ; because he is the adversary 
of God and man. Peace and quietness 
arc never promoted by him, but opposi- 
tion and confusion ; he soweth the seeds 
of discord, and stirs men up to tumult 
and rage ; as the stormy wind scirreth up 

the 
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the waves of the sea. He is pleased, 
iriieo mea .kill, one another with the 
sword, in 9amal war ; but more sov when 
flbcj are set'at variaace by perverse dis- 
piitings> which are the wars of the mind, 
and such as spirits are most fit for. — All 
true peace is from the God of peace ; and 
an enmity is of the devil, and leads men 
naturally into his kingdom. 

The questions. 

Q. How doth the natural world shew 
us that there is a spirit contrary to God ? 

A. Because it shews us, that there is 
darkness contrary to light. . 

Q." Is it necessary for us to believe 
that there is an evil spirit ? 
■• A. Certainly ; because we maybe de- 
stroyed by lus devices. 

Q. What are the names of the evil 
^iht? 

A. He is a destroyer, an adversary^ ; 
the prince of darkness ; a false God of 
tins world ; a devouring lion ; . a subtile 
serpent ; a liar, a tempter, an accuser, a 
murderer. 

Q. To whom are wicked men like ? 

A. To their father the devil. 

Q. Can good men and bad men agree 
together ? 

A* God 
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A. God hath pot everlasting enmity 
between his children and the seed of tM 
serpent. 

Q. How did this enmity shew itself? 

A. In the crucifixion of Jesos Christ 
by the Jews, and the persecutions of his 
chufch by the heathehs. 

Q. In what doth the devil delight? 

A. In war and confusion ; and hesowi^ 
the seeds of discord an^ong christians, to 
make divisions in the church. 

Q. Whicher will hatred and uncbari* 
tableness lead men ? 

A. Into the kingdom of Satan, where 
there will be no peace to all eternity. 

The texts. 

2 Cor. vi. 14. fVhat communion hath 
light with darkness f And what concord 
hath Christ with Belial f 

Eph. vi. IK Put on the whole armour 
of Godj that ye may he ahle to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For we 
zorestle not against flesh and bloody but 
against principalities^ against powers^ 
against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world. 

John viii. 44. Ye are of your father 
the dcoiL t 

2 Matth. 
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Matth. X. 22. Fe shall be hated of 
all meny/or my name's sake, 

1 John iii. 1 2. Cain was that of wick- 
ed one, and slew hvt brother^ ver. 14. 
Se that Icveth not his brother^ abide th 
in death, 

1 Cor. X. 20. The things which the 
Gentiles sacrifice^ they sacrifice to devils 
mndnottoGod. 

LESSON XVL 

THE PARABLE. 

A parable teaches, us doctcines from 
•tiie IStenes^ of. some tilings to other 
.tfaio^ : but we shall not see and allow of 
this likeness, if. we either hate or disbe- 
Jievtf the doctrine, which a parable teach- 
c(h. In ^e parable of the sower, we 
are taught,. «, 

!• That the ^st^ord of God is like the 
Mted which, is sown in the field ; that it 
may take ropt, and bear fruit against the 
harviest ; 

• 2.. That he whp preachethjia like him 
that £q^yeth: tbc one can- do no .more 
than the other ; for . God must-.give the 
increase in both cases. Widiout the rain 

^ndtsupsbii^ tbeiseed cannot.graw ; and 

without 
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without the assistance of divine grace^'the 
gospel will not take eSc6L In some 
cases the preaching of the word succeeds, 
and in other cases it doth not : becanse, 

3. The hearts of men, into which the 
word is sown, are of different sorts ; as 
the ground of the field is upon which die 
seed falleth. Some are like die hig^wtj- 
side ; conformed in every thing to this 
world ; open, and thereiore unguarded^ 
and exposed to every common tempta- 
tion : so that as the birds pick op what 
faiOs upon the highway, the devil stods the 
word out of the hearts of sach people. 
Other hearts are like shallow earthf with 
hard stones underneath: which retain no 
moisture : and as the son soorchedi the 
seed upon such groond, so cannot harim 
hearted impatient people bear such tiriale 
as the word of God brings upon them ; 
but they are offended dicrewidi, and so 
die word perishes* Others are like 
ground, upon which thorns grow up 
along with the erain, and smother k. 
Such are they whose hearts are fbO of 
worldly cares and pleasures, and intent' 
iipon getting riches. 

As cares have the nature of thorns, so 
have pkaaures loo ; for they wound the 

heart 
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heart and prick the conscience ; and 
ricliet diemsdves are mostly as nnprofit- 
aUe to the mind as dioms, and pierce us 
throQ^ with many sorrows. Amongst 
these the s^ood seed cannot prosper ; as 
wheat and thorns cannot grow up to- 
gether. Happy then are they, whose 
heaiti are as good ground, to receive 
and keep the word of God which the 
preadier sowedi. Their hearts are soft 
and tender, and sincere ; they hear and 
understand, and bring forth fiiiit with 
patience ; some more, some less. As the 
seed groweth up into the ear or grain, so 
dodi the word of God, when it comes to 
perfecdon, brine forth the fruit of good 
works* And when the harvest cometh, 
vi^iich is (he end of the world, the fruit- 
fiil sheaves shall be reaped by the angels, 
and laid tip in the heavenly storehouse-; 
but thorns and tares shall be gathered 
togedier and burned. Such will be the 
end of dbose who do not understand, and 
profit by the word of God. This word 
IS preacned to me in the gospel ; and if 
it doth not take eflPea upon me, the fault 
will be in the ground, and not in the seed. 
Grant therefore, O Lord, that I may so 
bear and receive it| that by patience and 

comfort 
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comfort of thy holyHvord, I may 
brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which thou hast given 
us in our Saviour Tesus Christ. 'Amen. 

The questions. 

Q; What is a parable ? 

A. It teaches us to understand some 
things from the- nature of other things. 
It is the doctrine of the gospel an the Ian-. 
giiage of nature. 

Q» I'herefore every parable requiret 
an interpretation? 

A. Yes ; it teaches us nothing, dll h 
is interpreted. A parable without its in^ 
terprctation, is like a body without a 
soul ; or like the outward sign in the 
sacrament, without the inward spiriiual 
grace. 

Q. What is meant by the seed ? 

A. The word of God. 

Q. What is the sower ? 

A. The preacher, who preacheth the 
word of God. 

Q. ^Vhat is the ground, into which 
the seed is sown ? 

A. The heart of man. 

Q. And how do the hearts of men 
differ from one another ? 

A. As 



THE BOOK OF NATURE. 61 

A. As the different sorts of ground 
which we see in the field. 

Q*. What is meant by ithe highway 
side? 

A. The heart, which is open and un- 
guarded against all temptations. 

Q. What is meant by the fowls of 
the air ? 

A. Evil spirits, which steal away, the 
word as soon as pebple have heard it. 

Q. What is the stony ground ? 

A. 1-he impatient heart of shallow- 
minded people, who do not understand " 
the word of God/, and so can endure no 
trouble. 

Q. What IS meant by the scorching 
heat of the sun ? 

A. Trials and persecutions for the 
truth's sake. 

Q. What is meant l)y thorns ? 

A. The cares and pleasures of worldly- 
minded people. 

Q. What happens when they prevail ? 

A. Ihe word of God is choaked by 
thqm. 
• Q. Are pleasures thorns ? 

A. Yes ; because they prick the heart 
at last, as much as any cares and trou- 

c bles ', 
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bles ; and at all times hinder it from at- 
tending to the word of God. 

Q. What is meant by thegood ground i 

A. The honest and eood he^rt. 

Q. What is the fniic which the seed 
bringeth forth ? 

A. Grood works. 

Q. What is the harvest? 

A. The end of the world. 

Q. What is done then i 

A. The fruitful sheaves, good chris- 
tians, are laid up in the storehouse of 
God. 

Q. What are the wicked ? 

A. Tares which are bound up for die 
fire. 

Q. Who will be the reapers ? 

A. The angels of God. 

The texts. 

Mark iv. 13. And he said unto him, 
hum ye not this parable? And how 
then will ye know all parables f 

Luke viii. 1 1 . The seed is the word of 
Godf ver. 12. Then cometh the devtif 
and taketh aiv^y the 7»ord out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be 
saved f ver. 13. They on the rock aro 

they 
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they which rth^n they hear receive 
the word with joy ^ hut in time of temp- 
tation fall away, 

lnA.y^n.2l The caresof the world 
and the deceitftdness of riches choak the 
wordf vcr. 23. The good ground is he 
that heareth the words and under^- 
standethits which^also beareth fruit* 

Matt. xKi. 38. The good seed are the 
children of the kingdom : but the tares 
are the children of the wicked one^ 
▼cr. 39. Thejuirvestis the end of the 
world. As the tares are gathered and 
turned in the fir e^ so shall it be in the 
end of the world. 

Heb. xi. 19. Accounting that God was 
able to raise him upy even from the 
- dead; from whence also he received him 
in a figure (Gr.) in a parable. 

Ezek. XX. 47. Behold I will kindle a 

fire in thee^ and it shall devour every 

green tree in thee^ and every dry 

tree — Ah^ Lord God^ they say of me, 

doth he 7wt speak parables ? 
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, second pact ;ofivtl)e ' BooK : <?6 
Nature 80 properly ia5;tayou ; who, 
by the good use you,i^de|6f thtj 
first part, have given* ^e ^ncpur 
rageiijgqt to proceed ^ . .i^-.i ;.* 
I, hiave taken pl^fi^qre in meqy 
different studies ; ^nd ^ome of ptny. 
produjctj6ns have becA the/rv|it ^ 
muph iaJbpur : buVirlQPk up^ntilliti' 
little book as a wo^\: of. mo^e h<Dpe! 
than . son^ie others of. great^ir ;^p- 
pearance.j T;li^ine\?. language of 
it is a.SQrt pf .n(;,w. vyine, which) 
niu3t be put into n^\v vessels, jnt6; 
minds untaint^4 by: fc^lse Jearn ing, 
unoccupied by the .prjejudices of- 
education; and then, little pre^ 
paration will - be • required in the. 
scholar, more than a good know- 
ledge of the Catechism of the 
1 Church 
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Church of England, and a readi- 
ness in the reading of the Scrip« 
ture, and in turning to the several 
parts of it This second set of 
l«essons hath already been tried 
upon the fotwardest children of our 
Sunday schools ; and from the pro- 
gress niey make, and the aridity 
with which they receive this kind 
of instruction, I am able to answer 
for the good efiect of it I can 
therefore recommend it to you with 
the greater confidence. If it suc- 
ceeds in my hands, it ma^ succeed 
better in yours ; who, from your 
own judgment, will enlarge upon 
my several subjects in a familiar 
oonversation with your little disci^ 
pies ; and thereby render these les- 
sons more instructive as well as 
more agreeaUe. In tlie way I have 
marked out, go on, after your own 
manner, and the Lord prosper you. 

Majf 1, 1793, 
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PART II. 



1. The chapter of CHILDREN. 

JESUS CHRIST took a Ikde Child, 
^ and set him forth as a pattern, • to 
shew with what temper of mind his doc- 
trine iriust be receiyied ; arid that men, 
even the greatest and the wisest of them, 
must become' as little children, before 
they can be his disciple*. 

For the same reason, the Apostle'also 
exhortsall christians 'to return to the state 
of children, and to Aisire like new-born 
babes the sincere vitlfcyif the word. 
They cah receive' ndflVing'on any other 

con- 
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condition: for, is it not said* tbat he 
who will enter into the kingdom of 
heaven roust be bom zfpmi And he 
who is newly bom must be in the state 
of a child. When a child comes to be 
taughty it comes in simplicity : it has no 
opinions of its own to be proud of: it 
receives the word of God from its spiri* 
tual parent the Chjirch, as children re- 
ceive milk from the breast of their mo« 
ther, and are nourished thereby. 

When a master undertakes to teadi, 
he does not find his labour easier, but 
harder, and sometimes hopeless, from 
the ill habits the scholar has acquired in 
teaching himself, and die opinicm he has 
of his own sufficiency. This case, 
though generally troublesome, is never 
so dutgerous, as when human wisdom 
has been meddling with divine things : 
therefore, when God teaches us such 
things, he will have none of our wisdom 
to begin with. He hath warned us, 
that his thoughts are not like ours ; that 
be measures good and evil by a diffierent 
rule: whence it comes to pass, that a 
roan's own wisdom will never assist him 
in receiving the wisdom of God. The 
things of God cannot be seen but by 

die 
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the gift, that is^ by the grace of God : 
and his gifts are never thrown away 
U{Km a proud mind: he r^sisteih the 
proudy and sendeth away the rich empty 
and ignorant. And in this the judgment 
of God is not to be censured, but adored. 
/ thank thee^ Father ^ Lord of heaven 
and earthy that thou hast hid these 
things front the wise and prudent ^ and 
hast revealed them unto oabes. Even 
so J Father J for so it seemed good in thy 
sight. Matt. xi. 25. 

If Christianity were doubtful, or of 
human invention, then it would be a 
good way to provide ourselves with as 
much of our own wisdom as we could, 
that we might be able to judge of it : buf; 
if it is from God, of whom we are unfit 
to judge, this method ivill never fail to 
lead us into error ; and many who pursue 
it wander from one error to another, till 
diey (all into total unbelief. 

As children are preferred to be taueht 
of God here upon earth ; so we are told, 
that they are received into heaven ; and 
that the whole kinedom of God is made 
up of children, andof those who are like 
^em. They who will not be taught 
with diiUrcii, ihall not go to heaven 

with 
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witli children. Many are too proud to 
naake childien of tlieniselves, even when 
they have God for their master, and 
therefore many will fall short of it. 'I'ry 
the Gospel upon a chiW:— rhe receives 
instruction from Qod without gainsay- 
ing, as he received milk. from the breast 
of his mother. I'ry the same upon the 
wise man of nature : — he must judge of 
it by some rule of his own ; he must put 
the light of the sun to some test, before 
he consents to see by it ; and so he walks 
on still in darkness : he has been poriag 
and prying, by a bad light, into things he 
does not understand, till he has hurt his 
eyes, and cannot see so much as a little 
child can : yet he is full of conceit, and 
thinks he can judge of every thing. 
When Elymas, the sorcerer, was struck 
blind, he sought for somebody to lead 
him by the hand : but these take upon 
them to be guides, and think no body 
can go right without tlieir leading. 

If the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the ■ 
power of God unto salvation, blessed are 
they who are not offended at it, and have 
no reason against it ; who rejoice to see 
the things of heaven by the light of 
heaveni as they adore God in his works 

whea 
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^'hcn they see them by the light of his 
^wn sun. They, among the Jews, who 
*^ecamc reputedly wise under a false edu- 
cation, were the worst hearers our Sa- 
viour ever met with, because thev were 
fond of their own traditions, and proud 
of their own attainments. He that hath 
been taught ill, is more incapable than he 
who hath not been taught at all. If yc 
. were blmd, said our (Saviour, ^e should 
have no sin ; but now ye saj/y IVe see ; 
therefore your sin remaineth. This a 
child never savs ; therefore he is fit to be 
taught of God : and every human teacher, 
who begins with liis scholars in their 
childhood, will soon find, that he does 
•more good by teaching one child than by 
teaching some twenty men ; which con- 
sideration is a great encouragement, and 
gives much hope of success to the writer 
of this little book. 

The questions. 

Q. What tv^mper must be found in all 
tfie disciples of Jesus Christ ? 

A. The temper of a child. 

Q. Why so? 

A^ Because no other can receive his 
word, 

H Q. Why 
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Q. Why cannot men receive the Gos- 
pel as well as Children ? 

A . Because they are apt to have wrong 
opinions of their own, on the authority 
of which they presume to judge the doc- 
trines of God. 

Q. Why did iK>t the Jewish Doctors 
receive the Gospel ? 

A. Because they had been ill taught, 
and had a great conceit of their own 
. learning. 

Q. To what is the word of God com- 
pared ? 

A. To sincere or pU7'6 milk, 

Q. Why so ? \ 

A. Because it gives nourishment and 
growth to the mind, arwl is fit for those 
only who are of teachable dispositions, 
like children. 

Q. How does God treat those who 
are wise in thcif own conceit ? 

A. He hides from them the things of 
heaven, so thaf they cannot see what a 
child can see. 

Q*. To whom does he reveal myste- 
ries ? 

A. To babes, and to those who are 
lite them. 

Q Of 
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Q. Of whom IS the kingdom of hea- 
ven composed ? 

A. Of children, and of those who ape 
like them. 
■ Q, Why will many fall short of i: ? 

A. Because they are too proud to iniikc 
children of themselves, even in the sight 
of God. 

Q. What is the best time of life to 
learn the word of God? 

A. In our childhood, before we have 
been ill taught, or have taken up any 
vain conceits of our own. 

N. B. It is easier to learn twenty good 
ihingSy than to unlearn one bad one. 

The texts. 

Matth. xviii. 3. Except ye be con-^ 
verted^ and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven^ 

Matth. X. 14. Suffer the little chiU 
drcn to come unto me, and forbid them 
not : for of such is the kingdom of God, 

1 Pet, ii. 2. Wherefore laying aside 
all malice^ and all guile, andhypocri- 
sieSf and envies^ and all evil-speaking, 
as new born babes, desire the sinceremilk 
of the wordf that ye may grow thereby. 

H 2 II. THik 
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II, The chapter of the RACE. 

7F a man, when he has undertaken to 
■^ run a race, eats and drinks as he used 
to do, and carries the same weight of 
clothes upon his back, or wears a long 
garment down to his heels, instead of 
being girded up and lightly clothed, he 
must be a fool. His fellow-champions 
despise him ; the spectators laugh at him: 
and he returns home with shame and dis- 
grace, while the children of the street 
follow him and make a jest of him. 

Unless I take heed to myself, I shall 
be one of those who thus expose and dis- 
appoint themselves. For my life is riot 
a journey of curiosity; it is a course, a 
race ; in whicli I must either win the 
heavenly prize, or lose it. If this is the 
case, no duty of life must be performed 
with sloth or carelessness, but with ex- 
ercise and attention, and with an active 
mind, as if I was intent upon victory at 
every step. I can never hope to succeed 
or excel, unless I do whatever I under- , 
take with all m\y might, as one who is 
striving to win the prize in a race. 

I may 
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i may learn Iiow to prepare myself for 
my Christian course, if I consider what 
was done by those who anciently strove 
for the mastery in any manly exercise. 
I am to rnake them my pattern, as the 
Apostle hath instructed rae 

1. They prepared themselves for the 
day of trial by diligent and laborious ex-^ 
ercise beforehand. I have more encou- 
ragement to do this than they had. 
Therefore, said the Apostle to his son 
Timothy, exercise thyself unto godli^ 
ness ; /or bodily exercise projiteth lit^ 
tie ; the prize to be obtained by it is in- 
considerable ; bat godliness is profitably 
to all things, having the promise of this 
life^ and of that xvhich is to come. 

2, That they might use their limbs to 
greater advantage, they threw ofF their 
clothes ; and the term which denotes 
exeruse, implies that they were naked. 
I must also take care not to put on too 
much of this world, but to lay aside 

^ every u^eighty riiat I may be light and 
active in my spirit ; according to that 
precept, gird up the loins of your 
minds; that, being unincumbered with 
Che world, they may be prepared for the 

Christian;racc» 

H 3 3. They 
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3. TTiey observed strict temperance ; 
because the "body, the more it is fed and 
indulged, the less fit it becomes for ac- 
tion. He that strhefh for the mastery 
IS temperate in all ttiiyigs, I am stiiv- 
ing for the mastery ; therefore T must be 
careful not to weaken my mind by in- 
temperance and fulness of body. 

4. They were anxious for the prize, 
and the honour of the victory. They 
considered that, though all run in a race, 
iht prize is given but to one. It was not 
sufficient with them to do xcell ; it was 
their object to do best ; and it must be 
ours, so to run that ice may obtain. 

5. It was a great obligation upon 
them to do their best, and had a great 
effect upon their minds, when they found 
themselves before a multitude of specta- 
tors, whose cvos were upon ihem ; and 
particularly those of tluir nc::r Iricnds, 
who were earnest for their success ; or 
of thoi^ enemies, who liad an interest 
ajrainst ji. w^j aie also Mivinnr before a 

cioud of witnesses ; wc arc miule a sprc^ 
tacle to the xiorld^ and to angels^ and 
lo men. Good men are praying for the 
suDcess of our endeavours ; the angels 
St J lid ready to receive aiid applaud us 

when 
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when the race is over ; and God will 
give lis the promised reward : for, 

6. As the conquerors of old, when 
they had won the race, received an ho-; 
nourable garland of flowers, and were 
celebrated in songs ; so do we also ex- 
pect to be crowned. Their garlands, 
how gay soever they might be at first, 
soon faded away ; but the crown for 
which w^e strive is uncorruptible and 
eternal. When the blessed !>t. Paul had 
finished his course, there was then no- 
thjing before his mind hut the reward of 
his victory — hencfjorth there is laid tip 
for me a cro:in of righteousness. 

If tliere is joy among the angels of 
heaven, when one sinner repenteth upon 
earth ; what will be the congratulations, 
the songs of triumph, when the righteous 
shnll be met, at the end of their race, by 
the inhabitants of heaven ! 

The questions. 

Q. Why is the Christian life com- 
pared to a race ? 

A. Because it is a course of righte- 
ousness with a crown of glory for the 
prize. 
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Q- Are you under like circumstanc<pft 
with those who run in a race ? 

A. I have engaged myself to strive : 
and I must cither win heaven, or 
lose it. 

Q. How are yon to prepare yourself, 
that you may win the prize in this race ? 

A. As they did of old, who strove for 
the mastery in any manly exercise. . 

Q. What rules did they observe ? 

A. They exercised themselves dili- 
gently before-hand ; and I must exercise 
my mind unto godliness, that I may be 
prepared against the day of trial. 

Q. How did they exercise them* 
telves ? 

A. They laid aside their clothes, that 
they might not be hindered by any un- 
necessary weight or incumbrance. 

Q. And what are you to do ? 

A. To keep myself light and active 
for the Christian coui:se. 

Q. How are you to do that ? 

A. To cast off the unnecessary weight 
of riches, worldly cares and pleasures. 

Q, Is there not some particular impe- 
diment, which every particular Christian 
is xif lay aside ? 

A. There 
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A. There is some one sin, which 
wraps itscif more closely about him, and 
is harder to put off than any other, and 
hinders him most of all in his Christian 
progress. 

Q. What else was required of those 
who were preparing for the race ? 

A. To be temperafe in all things ; for 
this contributes as much to the strength of 
the mind as of the body. 

Q. What obligations are you under 
to do the best you can ? 

A. The race is not won, but by hiin 
who does his utmost : he that is careless 
will not obtain, neither doth he deserve 
the prize. 

Q. W'bat other obligations ^re you 
under? 

A. I am striving before a cloud of wit- 
nesses, who will receive and applaud me 
if I succeed. 

Q. Who are they ? 

A. The holy angels ; all good meri ; 
and all they wiio have already run the 
race of faith, and obtained the prize. 

Q. Hqw were the conquerors re- 
warded of old time ? 

A. With a crown or garland of laurels 
jind flowers. 
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Q. What will be your reward ? 
A. An eternal crown wjiich fadetli 
not. 

The texts. 

Heb. xii. 1. Seeing we are coynpassed 
etbout with so great a chud of wit^ 
nessesy let us lay aside every weighty 
and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us ; and let us run with patience the 
race which is set before tis, 

1 Cor. ix. 24, &c. They rohich run 
in a raccy run all; but one receiveth 
the prize : sorujiy tJiaiye onay obtain. 

And every one that strive th for the 
mastery is temperate in all things. 
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crow7iy but roe an incorruptible* 

J therefore so run^ nojt as uncer" 
tainly^^but I keep under my body^ and 
bring it into subjection^ lesty while I 
have preached unto others, I myself 
^u)uld be a past away. 



III. THt 
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m. The chapter op 
TABERNACLES. 

A LL men are bat passengers and pil- 
-^^ grims through this world ; and it is 
a fatal mistake to tliink we are possessors 
of any thing, of houses or lands, when 
we are no more than tenants and occu- 
piers in this transitory life Some dwell 
in stately palaces ; and many more in 
poor cottages ; but a41 are born to the 
same mortality * If the poor man's hut 
drops into decay, he dies never the 
sooner ; and if the house of die rich is 
founded upon a rock, he lives never the 
longer. 

To prevent all mistakes from distinc- 
rions of this kind, tlie holy Patriarchs, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, inhabited no 
lofty cities, built no strong holds ; but 
lived in tents or tabernacles, with which 
they removed from place to place, as 
God was pleased to order them. This 
"was very remarkable in their case ; be- 
cause they did it in a land which God 
bad promised to tliem for an inheritance : 

thereby 
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thereby signifying, that they did not ac- 
cc})t of the earthly land, but looked for 
a better country^ that is, an heavenly. 
When the children of Israel were jour- 
neying to Canaan (to give us a pattern 
of tlie state of man in this world) they 
listed by encampments in a wilderness ; 
removing their tents from place to place 
for forty years, and ending their days in 
that unsettled way of life. Even when 
the people were fixed in Canaan, good 
men vStill devoted themselves to live as 
sojourners and pilgrims. We see this in 
the example of the Rechabites, who re- 
nounced the pleasures and possessions of 
the world, and dwelt in tents as their 
holy fathers had done before. Even God 
himself was pleased to partake of the 
condition of his people; making him- 
self, even under the law, that stranger 
upon earth which he was to be after- 
wards under the gospel. The place of 
his worship in the wilderness, and long 
afterwards, was not a house, but a tent 
and a tabernacle ; and when the \V'orJ 
was made llcsh, he is said to have tabcr- 
tiacled amongst us ; living as one who 
renounced this world and all its posses- 
sions \ more unprovided of house and 

land. 
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land, than the foxes of the earth or the 
birds of the air. The passage from this 
world to the other is much more easy to 
those who hve in this manner. The man 
of the world, who fixes his ahodc here, 
is violently torrt away at his death, as a 
tree pulled up by the roots, and hath no 
pros^pect after it : but he who lives in a 
tent is easily removed. If we live in 
faith, we shall die in hope : knowing 
that, if mir earthly house' of this taber- 
nacle be dissolved^ wc have another 
building, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. When we leave 
this land, on which we never rested, we 
find a better country, in which we may 
fix with safety ; when we leave the build- 
ings of this world, which fall into decay, 
we find an eternal city, whose builder 
and maker is God. 

No subject is perfectly understood, till 
it excites devotion in us ; and we fhould 
endeavour to give that turn to it, in some 
such way as this : 

Lord, make me ever mindful, that I 
am a pilgrim and stranger upon earth ; a 
passenger and traveler through this tran- 
sitory life, to the possession which thou 
didst pxpmise to* our forefethier Abraham, 

I and 
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and the heirs of his faith. As I have 
here no abiding place, let me be content 
to lead a changeable unsettled life, if 
thou seest it good for me, as a tent is 
removed from one station to another ; 
that, when, all my journeyings and en- 
campments through this wilderness shall 
be finished, I may see the Jelkity of 
thy chosen, and rejoice with thine in^ 
Iieritance ; dwelling with thee for ever 
in that holy land, and that heavenly city, 
which thou hast prepared and builaed for 
thy holy Patriarchs, and, with them, for 
all those who through faith and pa- 
tience shall inherit the promises. Amen, 

The questions. 

Q. What is a Tabernacle ? 

A. A Tent, stretched out with cords, 
and moveable from one place to an- 
other. 

Q. Who dwelt in these habitations ? 

A. The holy Patriarchs, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

Q. Why did they inhabit such dwell* 
Ings as Tabcrnaclas ? 

A. To remind them daily that they 
were strangers upon earths 

Q: Hid 
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Q. Had not God promised them the 
possession of thjc land in which they 
Avelf? 

A. Yes : but he made them live in it 
as travellers or sojourners, to shew diem 
and US, that the hope of all his Saints is 
in another life. 

-Q. Who else lived in Tabernacles ? 

A. The children of Israel, in thpirjour- 
i^^ings through the wilderness. 

Q. Wow long did they live in this 
way ? 

A* Forty yeai^ r so that the whole ge- 
Beration of them who were brought out 
of Egypt finished their course, mort of 
the promised land, in their unsettled ha-- 
hitations. 

Q. Did good people understand what 
God intended by their dwelling in tents ? 

A, Certainly; because some dedicated 
themselves freely to thjs way of life, after 
they were settled in towns and cities. 

Q. Who were such ? 

A. The Rediabites; whose father 
gave them a charge to renounce the 
world, and live as the Patriarchs had lived 
before. 

Q. What was the house in which God 
,dweit at first with his people ? 

12 A, Ii; 
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A. It was a Tabernacle set up In the 
wilderness. 

Q. \Vhy did God dwell in such a 
place ? 

A. To shew that he would be a stranger 
upon earth ^s we are, and dwell in the 
tabernacle of a mortal body. 

Q. What are we to learn from these 
things ? 

A. Th^t all the servants of God are 
to renounce the world, ^nd live like 
strangers upon earth. 

Q. What do they hope fair by so 
doing ? 

A. They prepare themselves for abet-* 
ter inheritance in heaven. 

Q. Why docs the Apostle call our bo- 
dies tabernacles ? 

A. Because we lead a travelling lif(a 
in them, and they are soon to be taken 
down, as a tent is. 

Q. How do the children of this world 
live ? 

A. They build houses and buy lands, 
as if they were to live for ever ; whea 
perhaps their tent may be taken dowii 
this nig] It, and their soul required of 
tlicm. 
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■Q. What is the best improvement of 
this and other subjects of the Scripture t 

A^ To make a prayer to God upon 
diem. 

The texts. 

« 

Gen. xiii. 18. xxv. 27. Numb. x. 28, 
2 Sam. vii.6. Jer. chap.xxxv. John i. 
14. Acts vii, 1, &G. Hcb. xi. 9. 2 Pet. 
i. 13, 14. 



IV. The chapter of WAR. 

"T^ITHAT a strange thing is war ! yet 
^ * we see it every where ; and we 
ourselves are engaged in it, whether we 
will or not. There is war in the na- 
tural creation : the hawk is always in 
arms for the seizing of his prey ; the Hon 
and the wolf are at war with cattle ; 
birds and beasts are persecuting one ano- 
ther; and the innocent arc destroyed by 
the cruel and rapacious. Even in seas 
and rivers there are greedy monsters, 

I 3 which 
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which dei'our other kinds when they are 
within their reach. If we turn our eyes 
to mankind, we see nations rising in 
arms against nation, and kingdoms di- 
vided against themselves. And why is 
a^l this permitted ? — For many wise rea- 
sons ; bur for this above all, that from 
the enemies we see, we may consider 
the enemies we do not see. For the in- 
visible world is also at war : there was, 
ivay^ in heaven, God himself hath his 
enemies among Angels that excel In 
strength ; principalities and powers are 
confederate against all the great and mer- 
ciful designs of Heaven : and the war, 
which they began there, is carried on 
upon earth against us men and our sal- 
vation. We are therefore born to a 
state of war, and are accordingly en- 
listed as soldiers at our baptism ; and 
Jesus Christ is the cap lain of our saU 
vation^ under whose banner we are to 
fight against his and our enemies. Our 
Christian profession is called a fight of 
faith ; because it is subject to all the 
dangers, losses, fears, and miscarriages 
of war ; and the same rules are to be 
observed, the same measures to be fol- 
^wed in the one case as in the other ; 
$ with 
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with this> difference, that ghostly dangers 
arc a thousand times worse than bodilv, 
and call for more valour and more vigi- 
lance* Being therefore soldiers, wc are 
to do avS soldiers do* 

I . We are to put on the whole armour 
of God. There is the helmet to save 
die head in natural war ; and there is 
Ac protection of God, the helmet of 
solvation^ in spiritual war. There is the 
shftid of faith y which we are to hold 
iBp against the fiery darts of the enemy. 
Tliere is the sxcord of the spirity die 
word of God, sharper Jthan any two- 
edged sxjrord^ which, when skiUuHy 
used, will give mortal wounds to the acl-? 
vcrsiirles of our faith* 

2* We must practise the prudence 
nrh'kr.h k necessary in earthly war ; con- 
sidering, that we are here in an enemy's 
count rv, in continual danger of being 
$or]7ri*?ed by evil spirits who are always 
opc»n the watch ; and therefore obliged 
to be sober and vigilant. A drunlccn 
joldJcr, In a time ot war, is in danger 
of death ; a drunken Christian is in 
clanger of damnation. All levity and 
dUstpatioii, and foolish jesting are to be 

avoided, 
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avoided, as tending to make the mind 
effeminate and careless, and insensible of 
its dangerous situation in this life; ia 
consideration of which, we are to pass 
the time of our sojourning here in 
fear^ as they do who are encompassed 
with enemies. 

3. We are to study the interests of the 
two parties at war. We are to know, 
that the grand enemy of man, which is 
the Devil, hath his allies who assist him 
in his warfare against us : these are the 
World and the Flesh. The World r^. 
ccives his principles, and works with 
him, by the great force of custom, 
fashion, and example ; the Flesh war- 
reth against the spirit, and is to be de- 
nied and mortified ; as we stop and seize 
the supplies of provision, when they 
are upon the road to the camp of an 
enemy. 

4. Then, lastly, as the mind of the 
soldier is intent upon victoiy, and he 
runs all hazards to obtain it ; so hath the 
Christian the same object in view: sia 
;ind death are to fall before him, and the 
^ngdom of heaven is to be the prize. 

All the prospects and chances of the 

3 spi« 
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spiritual warfare are to be seen, as in a 
glass, when we read of tlie wars of the 
Hdirews in their progress from Egypt to 
Canaan : how God fought for them in 
a case when they could not fight for 
Acmselves, and overthrew the Egyptians 
in the Red Sea. How Jericho tell be- 
fore the priests ; as the world and its 
power fall before the soimd of the Gos- 
pel ; how Gideon prevailed over the host 
of Midian with his lamps and his 
pitchers : as the enemies of the truth 
are defeated by the light of the word in 
earthen vessels ; how SIsera, that grand 
enemy of the people of God, fell by the 
hand of a woman ; as the powers of 
earth and hell are conquered by the 
feith and fortitude of the Church. From 
aQ which, and other like cases, we ga- 
ther, tliat if God be for us, who can be 
against us ? 

But then, we are to remember, that 
the sanae people, whom no force could 
conquer, no diabolical enchantments 
could prevail against, were destroyed by 
Ae wiles of the eneiny, and the bc- 
iwitching power of temptations from bad 
company, with the false doctrines and 
i4^^trous festival^ of heathenism: all 

which 
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which dancrers await us everv hour of 
our lives. lie that cndurcth to the eiid 
sha,U be saved : and then our Captaia 
shall settle us, as Joshua did the people, 
in the promised land : the Lo7'd himself^ 
Jike him who shouted and sounded for 
the fall of Jericho, shall descend fronn, 
heaven with the shout of the angelic 
host, and the trumpet of victory sliaB 
vbe sounded : every enemy shall be cast 
under our feet, and we shall pass witfr 
triumph from this world of fipar and 
danger, to reign with the Conqueror in 
his glorious kingdom. Tljis is the great 
subject of Christian triumph and thanks^ 
giving, all expressed in these few words 
of the Apostle — tha^iks be to God which 
giveth us the mctory^ through our 
jLord Jesiis Christ. 

T,w^ jQUESTIONS. 

Q. What ar^ v^e to learn frora die 
^consideration of war f 

A. That we have ghostly enemies, 
;against whom we are to be constantly 
jn arms. 

Q. Who are these enemies ? 

4^. The Devil and his angels, who 

oppose 
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oppose the great work of God for the 
salvation of man. 

Q. : What are we made at our bap- 
tism ? 

A. Soldiers of Jesus Christ, the cap- 
tain of our salvation. 

Q^ What is the Ghriftian profeffion 
called ? 

A. The fight o£ faith y which alone 
can give us the victory^ 

Q. Is man able by his own sti'ength 
to oppose his spiritual adversaries ? 

A. He kfiows nothing about them till 
God warns him of his danger. 

Q: Hovy^are we to stand against these 
enemies ? 

A. As soldiers do in war. 

Q. What are the arms of the spiritual 
warfare ? 

A. The helmet of salvation, the shield ^ 
of faith, and the sword of the spirit. 

Q. What temper of mind are we to 
preserve ? ' 

A. We are to be sober, and Vigiliant, 
and fearful of a surprise. 

Q. Which are the three great enemies 
of man^ 

A. The Devil, the World, and the 
Flesh. 

Q. How 
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Q. How are you to defend yonndf 
against the Devil. 

A. To resist him, stedfast in the faidi. 

Q. How against the World? 

A. Never to take its word, or admit 
of its authority. 

Q. How against the Flesh ? 

A. By morcification, abstinence, and 
selt-dcnial. 

Q. What is the great object to a 
Christian soldier ? 

A. The hope of a victory over sin and 
death, and of obtaining tlie kingdom of 
Heaven, the prize of our calling. 

Q. Where may we sec and leam the 
nature of the Christian warfare ? 
. A. From the wars of tlie Hcbrevrs in 
the Scripture. 

Q. From what events in pariicuSar? 

A. From the overthrow of PhiiTaoh 
and his host in the sea. 

Q. From what others ? 

A. From the fall of Jericho, tlic de- 
feat of the Midianitcs, the death of 
Sisera, ^cc. 

Q- What do you infer fiM^n these 
things ? 

A. 1 hat God still figliteth for us, and 

diat 
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that all bis enemies shall perish as these 
did. 

Q. When the king of Moab could 
prevail against the Israelites neither by 
force nor eHchantments, wliat was 
done ? 

A. They were destroyed by the allure- 
ments of bad company. 

Q. What will happen when Jesus 
Christ shall triumph over all liis ene- 
mies ? 

A. He shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the Arch- 
angel, and with the soujid of the la^t 
trumpet. 

Q. How was this foreshewn ? 

A. Jericho, for a pattern to us, fell 
before Joshua with the same circum- 
stances. 

The texts. 

Rev. xii. 7. There xvas war in heaT 
ven. 

2 Tim. ii. 3. Thou therefore endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. No man that zmrreih, en- 
tangleth himself with the affairs of 
this life. 
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Eph. vi. 13. Take urito ydu'the wliole' 
arviour of God^ that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day. 

2 Cor. X. 3. JVe do not war after the 

flesh : for the weapons of our war^ 

fare are not carnal^ but mighty 

through Godf to the pulling down of 

strojig holds, 

Joshua X. 24. Put your feet upon the 
necks of these kings, 

Rom. xvi.'20. The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly. 

1 Thess. IV. 16. The Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trump of God. 



V. The chapter of the 
POTTER. 

nnHE Potter maketh vessels out of 

-*• clay, and fashioneth theili as he 

pleases. Soitle arc great, and some are 

fmall ; some arc made to honour, and 

somb 
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some to dishonopr. All things made of 
earth are frail, and ,e^,ily broken : and 
fhough they are finely figured, and paint- 
jcd and .gilded, they are but earth still, 
and a fall destroys them. 

I come from the hands of my Maker, 
as clay from the hands of the Potter, 
and am called a vevSsel, because I have a 
capacity to hold either good or, evil. In 
-thp^language of the Scripture a pei:son and 
a vessel are the same i^ijng. Paul is 
called a chosen vessel: arid he. exhorts 
the husband to give honoyr to ,thc wifp 
as to the weaker vessel. 

The same power ^yhlc}l formed me 
hath wisely givjgn jupj:o .me my station 
and my use in thi$ life. As the clay- 
doth not reply agains,t the will of the 
Potter, so must not I find fault with thq 
state pf life to which God hath called 
me, but conform myself to it, and be 
useful in my plaqe. I shall still be happy 
/and respectable, if I do my duty in aij 
inferior station, and fulfil the will of 
Ood, which is the great end of man's 
being in this world, and his greatest 
^honour in every state of life. O how 
Xjin 18 it for man to resist God, and exalt 

Kg himself 
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himself against him ! What is all the 
power of this world,, when it opposes 
the designs of heaven ? It is a vain rage 
which hrings destruction upon itself; it 
is a Patterns vessel boasting itself against 
a rod of iron, which can break it in 
pieces with a touch. 

In respect to his mortality, no man is 
superior to another. The rich and the 
poor, the honourable and dishonourable, 
must all die. The stroke of death will 
break them as a Potter's vessel : and 
then the distinction between them is at ao 
end ; for the vessel of honour is as use- 
less as the rest, when it is broken. 

When I see the fragments lying scaN 
tered about in a Potter^s field, I see the 
exact pattern of a burying ground ; in 
"which the bones of men lie scattered be- 
f)rethepit, and their bodies are again 
mixed with the clay put of which they 
were made. But to give me hope \mder 
tlie consideration of this my mortal 
frailty, the Potter'* s field was purchased 
wiih the price of hun that was valued, 
AS a proper place to bury strangers in. 
Therefore if I live and die in faith as a 
pi/grim and stranger upon earthy it 

ipattert 
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ijiiatters not where my body is buried, 
ttecause my burying- pi ace, wherever it 
mgiy chance to be, is paid for with ,the 
blood of Christ : and I shall rest in this 
assurance, that although I have lien 
fivwng the pofSy a broken vessel, in ap- 
pearance cast away and forgotten, yet is 
my immortality secure, and I shall rise 
as with the wings of a dove^ and be glo- 
rified as with coloars of gold. From 
being a vessel of earth, I shall be as 
that vessel of gold which held the bidder^ 
manna ; and as that was placed in the 
holy of holies, so shall I be translated to 
the heavenly sanctuary. 

If then, I who am now a weak and 
frail mortal, am capable of being thus 
raised and glorified in the vessel of my 
body, how careful should I be to keep 
it in sanctification and honour, and not 
live in the lust of conqupiscence as the 
Gentiles did, who knew not God, nor 
fesus Christ, nor the power of his re* 
^§urrection ! 



jfCS TH£ 
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The questions. 

Q. What is the work of a Potter ? 

A. He maketh vessels out of clay, 
^d fashioneth them as he pleaseth. 

Q. Wliy is God compared to a Potter? 

A. Because he forms man out of the 
clay, and appoints every one to his sta-r 
tion and use in life. 

Q. Why is man called a vessel ? 

A. Because he is capable of holding 
that which is put into him, whether it be 
good or evil, 

Q. How ought we to submit to God*s 
appointment ? 

A. It is as vain to find fault with the 
state to whicli he hath called us, as it 
would be for a vessel of earth to dispute 
against him that formeth it. 

Q. In what sense are all Christians, 
vessels of honour ? 

A. Because the grace of God, or spirit 
of life, is given to Christians of every 
degree. 

Q. In what respect are all men equal ? 

A. They are all made of the same clay, 
and death shall break them all in pieces. 

Q. What 
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Q- What may we liken to a Potter's 
yard, with fragments scattered about it ? 

A. A churcn-yard or burying-ground. 

Q. Was such a place ever set apart for 
burials ? 

A. Tlie Potter's field at Jerusalem was 
purchased with the price of Christ's death, 
to bury strangers in. 

Q. What may that teach us ? 

A. That if we live by faith, as strangers 
In tliis world, we mq.y rest in hope at our 
death. 

Q. Why so ? 

A. Because the place to bury strangers 
in was paid for with the price of Chii^t's 
innocent blood. 

Q. And what is our hope in death ? 

A. That, although we lie as broken 
earthen vessels, we shall be restored and 
glorified at the resurrection. ' 

Q. How ought we then to regard and 
keep this vessel our body ? 

A We ought to keep it in sanctifi^ 
cation and honouFy not in i/ie lust of 
concupiscence^ as Ih^ithens did who 
bad not this hope, 



The 
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The texts. 

Jer. xvili.6. Bckoldy as the clay in 
the Patterns hand., so are ye in my 
handy hjouse of Israel. 

Rom. ix. 21. Hath not the Potter 
power &i>er the clay^ of the same lamp 
to make one foessel unto hoiwur^ and 
another unto dishonour ? 

2 Cor. iv. 7. JVe have this treasure 
in earthen vessels. 

Matt, xxvii. 7. j^nd they took coun- 
sel a7id boiight xeith them the Potter's 
field to bury strangers in. 

Psaim Ixviii. 13. Though ye have 
lien among the pots, yet shall ye be 
as the wings of a dove^ that is covered 
mth silver wings^ and her feathers like 
gold. 

1 Thess. iv. 4. That every one of 
you should know hoxo to possess Ms 
y^ssel in sanctification and honour. 



W, Tw 
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VI. The chapter of 
REDEiVlPriON. 

rpO redeem is to buy a captive back 
-*• again witb a price from slavery ; 
as poor Christians often are, when they 
have been unfortunately taken at sea by 
barbarous Turks and Moors. 

My Catechism hath taught me that 
God the Son hath redeemed me. What 
Sim I then without being redeemed, but 
a slave and a captive ? My person is for- 
feited to God for sin, and under sen- 
tence of death : and my soul is under 
the power of Satan, to follow sin with 
my heart and affections, and live in the 
service of it : neither is there any liberty 
for me, till the Son shall make mefvee^ 
and redeem me, from the power of Satan 
unto God. Such as the Hebrews were 
in the house of bondage before Moses 
came to deliver them, such am I in the 
Pgypt of this wicked world, if I am 
without a Saviour. They were deli- 
vered from death by the blood of the 
Passover; and I have redemption througji 
ihe blood pf Christ. I am not redeemed 

with 
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with silver or gold, as worldly captives 
are, but by ^he precious ^blood of Christ, 
the lamb pf .Qod, \vho g^ye himself a 
ransom for us all, and took away tl;ip sin 
of the world. 

The unbelieving Jews, bjinded ,wi{h 
ignorance, boasted that they were nev^ 
in bondage ; npt^understanding that thev 
were born in sin, and that a lite of sin is 
a life of slavery, from wh\ch nothing 
Jbyt the grace of Qod in Tesus Christ ca9 
^deliver iis. Some Christians are as proud 
and as blind as the Jews were, with no 
Tcnowiedge of th? bondage of fin, nor 
of the necessity of a sacrifice tp be of- 
fered, a price to be paid, ap atoncp^ent 
to be made for all those th^t ,§hall be 
saved. The vain traditions of their fii- 
thers destroyed those Jews ; and the vaip 
deceit of human philosophy destroys 
these Christians. When the slave is 
drunk, he dances about, and forgets his 
condition : and when the mind of a 
Christian is drunk with the pride of 
false doctrine, he thinks himself free, 
and forgets his Kpdeemer. Lord, 
open tliou mine eyes, that I may sec 
the misery of my nature, and kpo^ 
the value of my ransom, and find in 

Ay 
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thy service the true liberty of the sons 
of God, 

The questions. 

Q. AVhat do you mean by the r^- 
dteming of mankind ? 

A. To redeem is to buy a person back 
again frohi a state of* captivity, by pay- 
ing a ransom for him. 

Q. What ransom did God take for the 
Hebrews, when the Egyptians were slain 
by the destroying angel ? 

A. The Wood of a lamb. 

Q. And what ransom does he take, 
to save you from death ? 

A. The blood of Christ. 

Q. Man is then a slave by nature ? 

A. He is a slave to sin, and through 
t]^e fear of death is all his life-time sub- 
ject to bondage. 

Q; Whose power are sinners under ? 

A. Thtfy are under the power of Sa- 
tan, as'the afflicted Hebrews were under 
the power of Pharaoh. 

Q. What was Egypt to the Hebrews? 

A. It was the house of bondage. 

Q. And what is your hause of bon** 
dagc ?■ 

ikThis 
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A. This wicked world. 

Q. What is liberty ? 

A. The liberty of serving our own 
lusts. 

Q, \Vliat is perfect freedom ? 

A. The service of God. 

Q. Why so ? 

A. Because it delivers us from the ty- 
ranny and torments of our own lusts and 
passions. 

Q. Why did the Jews boast that they 
were free ? 

A. Because they did not understand 
that they were born in sin, and lived un- 
der the bondage of it. 

Q. Why do Christians deny that we 
are born in sin ? 

A. Because they trust to the vain de- 
ceit of philosophy, which is the religion 
of human pride. 

Q. What did the Hebrews do when 
tlicy were brouglit out of Kgypt ? 

A. llicy served God, without fear of 
these wicked people. 

Q. And what are we to do whom 
Christ Jiath redeemed ? 

A. To keep God's commandments, 
without fearing the people of this world. 

The 
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The texts. 

Kom. yii. 14. But I am carnal^ sold 
under sin, 

23. Bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin, 

24. wretched man that I am^ who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ! 

Eph. i. 7. We have redemption 
through his blood. 

1 Cor. vi. 20. Ye are bought with a 
price. 

Rev. V. 9. Thou hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood, • • 

1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Te were not rC" 
deemed with corruptible things, as with 
silver and gold — but with the precious 
blood of Christy as of a lamb without 
bleviish a7%d xoithout spot. 

Exod. i. 13. And the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel to serve 
with rigour y and they made their lives 
bitter with hard bondage. 

Exod. XX. 2. / am Jhe Lord thy 
Gody'which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt y out of the house of 
bondage. 

L Luke 
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Luke i. 68. Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israely for he hath visited and re- 
deemed his people. 

John viii. 33. We were 7iever in 
bondage. 

38. If the Son make you free^ ye 
shall he free indeed, 

Eph. IV. 8. He led captroify captive 
— i. e. He enslaved him who had en- 
slaved us. 



Vn. The chapter of the 
WILDERNESS. 

TTTHEN I read of the journey of the 
^^ Hebrews from Egypt to Canaan 
by the way of the Wilderness, 1 see a 
pattern of my own life, and of all the 
trials I am to undergo as a Christian, in 
my progress through this world to the 
kingdom of heaven. Th-rir journey be- 
gan with their baptism in the Red Sea : 
and as that baptism was a deliverance 
from Pharaoh and his host; so is my 
baptism, with which my Christian lire 

beginik, 
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begins, an escape from the power of sin. 
As they were supported by manna and 
the waters of a rock ; so must I live by 
bread from heaven, and my thirst must 
be satisfied with tlie waters of life. The 
end of this my pilgrimage upon earth is 
the possession of the heavenly land which 
God hath promised to me ; but in the 
way to it, I must undergo trials and 
temptations of every sort, and die in this 
Wilderness, as Moses and his people did» 
before I can attain it. As they pro« 
ceeded by encampments, and wandered 
many years in the wilderness ; so is my 
life a pilgrimage : and their example-^^- 
sures me, that I have here no abiding 
place, no fixed habitation. 

They became tired of eating tnannaf 
and wished to return back to £gypt, the 
place of their captivity ; and I am iu 
danger of returning to this sinful worldf 
which I renounced and fprsook at mf 
baptism. In my way, I am to -meet 
with enemies, whom my fearful heart 
will magnify and represent as giants, 
never to be faced and conquered: but 
ftill, if God be for me^ as he was with 
the Israelites, when they fought against 

L 2 the 
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the sons of Anak, who can he against 
me ? Greater is he that is with us, than 
he that, is with the world. 

Heathen doctrines and customs may 
debauch and draw away my mind from 
truth, and lead me into uncleanness of 
life ; as the Israelites were led astray by 
the idolatry and licentiousness of the 

- wicked Moabites. The danger of ill 
company will always be near at hand 

-through life ; as the mixed multitude of 

- unruly people, who followed the c^mp 
in the wilderness, were always propa- 
gating some mischief among the con* 
gregation. 

r My heart may be infected by the spi- 
ritual pride of Corah and his company, 
and I may fall into the presumptuous 

• sins of schism and rebellion. If a man 

• be above the sins of the body, other 
temptations take place upon the mind : 

••he begins to conceive highly of his own 
holiness ; and his next step is to heresy 
and pride of opinion. 

When I read, that the soul of the 
people was discouraged by the length of 
the way through which it pleased God 
to lead them about, by journeyings back- 
wards 
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wards and forwards ; thence I am to 
learn, that I also may faint and fall by 
the way, for want of patience and per« 
•eveimhce. Maqy begiji well^ and go on 
so for a time ; but by and by they are 
offended and wearied, ttoid will walk in 
the ways of God no longer : therefore, 
J am not only to begin my course in this 
wilderness, but to endure unto the end, 
and so shall I be saved. 

Of these trials and dangers, and of 
many others, do I see an instructive pat- 
tern in the history of the people whom 
God led through the wilderness. O that 
I may be wise, to consider and apply 
what the blessed Apostle St. Paul hatn 
taught me ; that all these things hap^ 
pened unto them for ensamples^ and 
are written for our admonition^ on 
whom, the ends of the world (the ac- 
complishment of all that went before) 
are come: wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth (for this is the 

S;reat lesson I am to learn) take heed 
est he fall, l Cor. x. U, 12, 
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I 

The questions. 

Q. What do you see in the jotirney 
of the Israelites through the wilderness ? 

A. I see a pattern of all the trials and 
dangers of the Christian life. 

Q. How does your journey begin ? 

A. With baptism, as theirs did* 

Q. How were they supported ? 

A. By manna: and I must also live 
by bread from heaven. 

Q. Of what did they drink ? 

A. Of that spiritual rock, Christ, from 
whom we also have the waters of life. 

Q. How did the people relish the hea- 
venly manna ? 

A. They became weary of it, and 
wished to eat flesh again in Egypt. 

Q. And how are you under the like 
temptation ? 

A. My heart may be tempted to return 
from the vspi ritual life of Christi;iaity, to 
the carnal life of the world. 

Q. Did not the people fear the ene- 
mies that were in their *vay ? 

A. Yes: they were terrified at the 
sons of Anak, as I am apt to be terrified 
at the enemies of my salvation. 

Q. How 
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Q. How are you to be supported ? 

A. By an assurance that he who as- 
sisted them will assist me against every 
cnemv. 

Q. By what may you be led aside ? 

A. By the false doctrines and customs 
of this wicked world. 

Q. Who was Balaam ?• 

A. A mercenary prophet, who suffer- 
ed himself to behired to curse the Church 
of God. 

Q. AVhat became of him ? 

A. He was destroyed in battle, as all 
the enemies of God's Church shall perish 
at last. 

Q. Who were the mixed multitude ? 

A. A set of carnal strolling people, 
whose evil example was often followed 
by the congregation. 

Q. WhowasCoraA? 

A. A rebellious Levite, who claimed 
an authority against Moses and Aaron. 

Q. What are you to learn from the 
impatience of the people, who were 
wearied by the length of the way ? 

A. That I ^ never to be weary of 
well-doing, nor of following God in the 
way of hiS commandments. 
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Q. On what are you to depend ? 

A. On the presence of God attending 

me through this wilderness : for he who 

was w^ith Moses and Joshua leading his 

people into Canaan, will also guide my 

feet into the way of peace. 



The texts. 

1 Cor. X. 1, 2. All our fathers were 
baptized unto Moses^ in the cloud and 
in the sea, 

V. 3. They did all eat the same spi- 
ritual vieat. 

V. 4. And did all drink the same 
spiritual drink, 

V. 5. With viany of them God was 
not well pleased. . 

V. 6. These- things were our €x- 
amples, 

V. 13. There hath no temptation 
taken yoUy but such as is common to 
vian. 
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VIII. The chapter of DEAl'H, 

"T^HAT could our Saviour mean, 
^ ^ when he said, let the dead bury 
their dead ? How can one dead man 
bury another? This can never be, unless 
the vvord dead be taken in two different 
senses : for then, a man who is dead in 
one sense, may be buried by another, 
who in a different s^nse is as dead as he : 
that i&, dead in trespasses and sins. To 
be carnally minded is deathy saith the 
Apostle : and the poor prodigal son in 
the parable having lived in that state of 
mind till his conversioil, the father says 
of him. This thy brother was deady and 
is alive again. 

Man has a soul and a body, each of 
which dies in its own wa,y ; and so either 
of them may be alive while the other is 
dead. This case gives occasion to many 
strange sayings in the Scripture. There 
is a sense in v«|aich Adam died on the 
day when he sinned ; and th'ere is ano- 
ther sense in which Adam lived niiie 
hundred and diirty years. Adam deli- 
vered 
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vered down a natural life to all us that 
are born of him ; but the only inhe- 
ritance he could leave to our spirits, was 
that death to which he was fallen. It is 
this death of the spirit which makes it 
necessary for every man to be bom again. 
We are baptized, that we may have a 
new life from the spirit of God ; and 
when it is begun, it must be kept up by 
the means of grace ; as the living seed 
which Is hid under the earth is broueht 
forward by the powers of heaven, which 
can reach it there, and act upon it. The 
means of grace, by which the Christian 
life is nourished, are — prayer, the word 
of God, the Lord's Supper, the ordinance 
of the Church, the company and con- 
versation of godly people, with an awfiil 
attention to the providence of God over 
oiu: lives and actions, for correction and 
preservation : yea, and even the wicked, 
who have no grace In themselves, do 
often increase it in other men by their 
hatred and persecution. Among the 
means of grace we are likewise to reckon 
self-denial and morti%ation ; and also 
the sickness and pains or the body, which 
are frequently made such to those who 
suffer them ; according to what the 

pious 
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plons king Hezekiah said of his own 
case — In all these things is the life of 
Tfiy spirit, Isa. xxxviii. 16. 

If a Christian lives, he will breathe, 
like a man alive ; he will aspire to God 
and heaven in his affections, and h^fer^ 
vent in frayer : he will talk like a man 
alive ; and his speech will be edifying, 
and minister grace to the hearers : he 
will eat and drink ; and his food will be 
the food of the mind, the hidden vianna^ 
the bread which cometh down from 
heaven and giveth life unto the world ; 
he will eat the flesh of the Son of Man, 
and drink his blood : there will be in 
him all the signs of spiritual life and 
growth ; and he who thus liveth and 
believeth shall never die. 

On the contrary, there are multitudes 
of people who seem to live, but are no 
better thap dead ; and they might as well 
be in their graves : they are, properly 
speaking, unhuried dead, ITiey have 
in them nothing of the life of the Gos- 
pel, nor any symptoms of it ; no sight, 
no sense of spiritual things, no appetite, 
no affection. This we shall find, if we 
oiake trial of them. We may preach to 

them 
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them all day long, and do no more good 
by it, than if we were to preach to a 
man in his coffin. If wc were to cry 
into their ears, or blow a trumpet, to 
give them warning of the fire of judg- 
ment, and of eternal damnation, they 
would hear nothing. If we were to 
watch them night and morning, we 
should find that they never open their 
lips in prayer to God. Shew them the 
wonders of his word, they sec nothing : 
the sun of tlie noon-day shines upon the 
eyes of a dead man without any effect, 
unless it be that of making him stink the 
sooner. If we ofFer to them the bread 
of life, they want it not ; for a dead man 
hath no appetite. Were the souls of 
men as visible as their bodies, we should 
see as much difference betwixt devout 
Christians, and the children of this world, 
as betwixt a living healthy body and a 
dead corpse. And now I thint we may 
fully understand the meaning of those 
words which the Apostle borrows from 
the prophet — Axeake^ thou that steepest^ 
and arise from the deady and Christ 
simll give thee ligkt^ 

That we may escape this most dreadful 

of 
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«f deaths, we are to consider ; that as he 
who standeth may fall ; so he that now 
liveth may be dead ; txvice dead, as St. 
Jude speaketh ; dead once by nature, and 
dead agaio u/ito grace. The pleasures 
of this worlcf will extinguish the life of a 
Christian — She that liveth in pleasure 
is dead while she liveth. When an af* 
fectlon to this world enters into the mind, 
and takes possession of it, all heavenly 
affections will die in it. The envy and 
pride of false wisdom will put out the 
eyes of the mind, as in the Scribes and 
Pharisees of old, who were incapable of 
die love of truth. In short, whatever 
tends to quench the spirit and chdak the 
word, does in effect destroy the life of 
God in the soul of man. 

Deliver me, O Lord, from this death ! 
and grant that, being dead to sin and to 
the world, and buried with Christ by 
baptism, I may .serve thee as a new 
creature, in newness of life. If I for- 
get thee, and become cold in my affec- 
tions, and ray spirituallife should ever be 
in danger of decay, let me hear that voice 
which called the dead to life — Lazarus, 
conie forth — young 7nan, I say unto 
thee^ arife — ralitha cumi. 

M The 
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The questions.' 

Q, What did our Saviour mean when 
he said. Let the dead bury their dead? 

A. He meant, that all they whose souk 
are dead in sin, are fitly employed when 
they are burying dead bodies. 

Q. Can the soul die while the body 
lives ? . 

A. It may be as senseless to all hea- 
venly things, as a dead body is to the 
things of this world. 

Q. If Adani lived nine hundred and 
thirty years, how is it trtie that he died 
on the day when he sinned ? 

A. He died in spirit. 

Q. Why is it necessary for us to be 
born again ? 

A . Because, as the children of Adam, 
we are born spiritually dead. 

Q. When God gives us a new life, 
how are we to preserve it ? 

A. By the means of grace, and by 
walking in newness of life and manners. 

Q. What does our Saviour mean 

when he says, He that liveth and be» 

Ikrtth in me shall Jiever die? How 

2 can 
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can that be, since it is appointed to all 
men once to die ? 

A. They who live unto God never 
die ; and tney who are dead unto God 
never live. 

Q. In what sense is a Christian dead 
while he is alive ? 

A. He is 4ead to sin and to the ^^^rld ; 
dead with Christ by faith. 

Q. How does it appear that wicked 
men are dead ? 

A. Because their eyes receive no bene- 
fit from the light of God's word. 

Q, Have they any hearing? 

A. They arc as deaf to the Gospel as 
if they were dead. 

Q. Have they any appetite ? 

A. They neither hunger nor thirst af- 
ter righteousness. 

Q. Are they also dumb ? 

A. Yes ; because they never ^y their 
prayers. 

Q. How do men fall into this death ? 

A. By neglecting the means of grace. 

Q. Who are they that are dead while 
they live ? 

A. They who are carnally-minded and 

live in pleasure. 
Q. How Acn ought we to live ? 

M 2 A. To 
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A. To avoid all things that quv^nch tTie 
spirit and choak the word of God. 

Q. If we should find our spiritual 
life decaying within us, what wiU do vs 
good ? 

A. To think we hear Jesus Christ 
calling to us, as he did to Lazarus ani 
other dead people, to arise and come 
forth from our sins. 

The texts. 

Matt. viii. 22. Lei the dead burg 
their dead. 

Eph. ii. 1 . And you hath he quicken* 
edy who were dead in trespasses aii4 ' 
sins. 

Gen. ii. 17. In the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die, 

Luke XV. 32. This thy brother wai 
deady and is alive again. 

Rom. vi. 13. Yield yourselves unt9 
God J as those tfiat are alive from the 
dead. 

Y, 4:. TVe are buried with kim by 
baptism into death, 

\ Cor. j:v. 31. I die daily. 

John viii. 5\, Jf any man hear my 
saying:^^ he sJj^U ficccr see death. 

IX. The 
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IX. The chapter of the 
MARHIAGE OF the KING's SON. 



nnHE fate of the disobedient Jews, 
-*- and of all unprofitable Christians, is 
set before me in tlie parable of the Mar- 
nage of the King's Son. The state of 
the Gospel, being intended for the life 
and happiness of all that are called to it, 
is thence to be understood as a state of 
mirth and enjoyment ; and it is accord- 
ingly represented as a plenteous feast on 
occasion of a great and honotirabte mar- 
riage, to which people of all sorts arc 
invited. God, the King of kings, or- 
dained the union of his Son Jesus Christ, 
with the Church ; and, at the celebra- 
tion of this mystical marriage, a feast is 
prepared of oxen and fatlings ; and all 
things are made ready for the guests. 
The Gospel hath its feast (for, saith the 
Apostle, let us keep the feast) in which 
all the sacrifices of the law are fulfilled 
in the one sacrifice of Christ, which 
we commemorate in the Christian 
Church. 

M 3 ^vV;. 
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But how do men accept of God's gra- 
cious invitation ? The Jews, who are the 
people first bidden to the feast, were men 
given up to the world, and as such made 
light of it, and followed their business.— 
Others, full of the pride and spite of false 
doctrine, rose up against the messengers 
of God, and persecuted them even unto 
death ; f6r this wickedness God, in his 
wrath against them, sent forth the armies 
of the Romans to destroy those mur- 
derers, and burn up their city Jerusalem. 
They are called murderers, because 
they crucified Jesus Christ, as they had 
slain the prophets before, and so all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth was 
to be revenged upon them. They were 
visited, as is here said ; and their city 
was burned with fire. 

These, to whom the word of God was 
first preached, being found unworthy, 
the Apostles of Jesus Christ were com- 
manded to turn to the Gentiles, l^he 
parable saith, the servants of the king 
were then sent out into the highways, 
that is, from Judea into all the world, to 
bring in as many as they could find, 
without exception of any. ITic Church 
of Christ does therefore include persons 

of 
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of all characters, and people oF all na* 
tjons (according to another parable, 
whidi compares the kingdom of heaven 
to a net cast into the sea, which ga- 

, thereth of every kind both bad and good) 
which remain together till the separation 
is made. For the day of mqnisition 
Cometh, when the King comes in to visit 
his chnrch, and examine into the charac- 
ter of all his guests, lliere he finds 
'•hosffwho are at a wedding without a 
wedding garment ; who are in the Church 
ot Christ, assembled with other people, 

t »nd yet are no Christrarre. Anciently, 
at baptism, a white garment was put 
upon those wko were admitted into the 
Chnrch, as a sign of their sanctification, 
and a lesson to purity .* but as the swine, 
vrfien it is cleansed, returns to its wal- 
lowing in the mire ; so do many Chris- 
tians forfeit the purity of the Christian 
character. When the question shall be 
par to such, how they came into the 
church without repenting of their sins ; 
wimt shall they say for themselves ? 
The case is so plain, that the Christian 
profession will not consist with a sinful 
life, that they shall stand speechless^ con- 

5 founded. 



128 THE BOOK OF KATURE. 

founded, and self-condemned. Men 
make many fair speeches in excuse for 
themselves now ; but they Will not dare 
to say to God what they say to one 
another. — ^They who walk unworthy of 
their vocation, will have their lot widi 
those who rejected the Gospel. As the 
Jews were visited with fire axvl sword ; 
so the unprofitable Christian, who boast- 
ed of his liberty, will be bound hand and 
foot, as an unworthy slave, and cast into 
outer darkness, into the regions of tor- 
ment, where the blessed, light of God's 
presence doth not reach, to give life 
and comfort; but misery and despair 
dwell for ever and ever. 

I am therefore to consider that all are 
not Israel that are of Israel ; all were not 
Jews that were circumcised ; all are not 
Christians that have been brought by 
baptism into the Church ; for many are 
called, but few are chosen. Under the 
present state of things, bad and good are 
together at the marriage feast of the 
Gospel y and many of those who are now 
called to be among the rest, will not be 
chosen at last ^ fit for the kingdom of 
God. I am therefore not to depend upon 

any 
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any privileges I have at present, unless I 
use them right : and must give all dili- 
gefiGc to make my calling and election 
sure^ 

The questions. 

Q. Who is meant by the King in 
diis parable ? 

A. Gody the King of Heaven. 

Q. Who is the King^s San ? 

A. Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Q. What does the viarriage signify ? 

A. The union of Christ with the 
Church. 

Q. What is the marriage feast ? 

A. The feast of the Christian Passover, 
in which all the sacrifices of the law are 
ftlfilled. 

Q. What was meant by the turning 
of water into wine at the marriage feast 
in Cana of Galilee ? • 

A. The new doctrine of the Gospel^ 
or the spirit of the law of Moses, kept 
tiB the latter time of Christ's coming 
into the world. 

Q. Who were the se^^vants^ whom 
God sent out to • invite inci> to this 
feast ? • 

A. The 
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A. The ministers and preachers of 
the word. 

Q. How were they received by those 
to whom they were seht ? 

A. They were persecuted, and put to 
death. 

Q. ^VTiat makes men despise the invi- 
tation which God sends to them by his 
ministers ? 

A. Too much attention to diis world ; 
which becomes so important to those 
who are engaged by it, that they make 
Ugfat of another. 

Q. Who were the people to whom 
the messengers of God were first seat ? 

A. The Jews. 

Q, Which was their city ? 

A. Jerusalem. 

Q. What armies were they, whom the 
King in his wrath sent against them i 

A. The armies of the Romans. 

Q. Why are the Jews called mtcr- 
derers ? 

A. Because they killed the Prophets, 
and crucified Christy and persecuted his 
Apostles. 

Q. How was Jerusalem destroyed ? 

A. It was burned wit ^e. 

Q. What 



^ 
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Q. What is meant by the high waySj 
to which the servants ot God were sent ? 

A. The wide world of the Gentiles. 

Q. Of what sort are the guests who 
attend the feast ? 

A. People of all nations and of all cha- 
ractersy both bad and good. 

Q. Doth the Church of God compre- 
hend bad people ? 

A. The kingdom of heaven is as a net 
cast into the sea ; and the bad are not se- 
parated from the good, till it is brought 
to shore at last. 

Q, When will the King come in to 
sec his guests ? 

A. At the day of judgraettt, when all 
they will be found out who are unworthy 
of a place in the Church. 

Q. What is the wedding garment ? 

A. A garment of white, to signify 
the purity necessary to the Christian 
character. 

Q. What excuse will wicked men 
make for themselves at last ? 

A. They will be condemned of their 
consciences, and have nothing to say. 

A. What is outer darkness ? 

A. The place of tormemti to which 

the 
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the light of the kingdom of heaven does 
not reach. 

Q. How can a person b^ called widi« 
out being chosen ? 

A. He may be called to die ficast, and 
found unworthy at last. 

Q. What is then the duty of all who 
are called into the Church of CJod ? 

A. To make their calling and eleC" 
tioii sure. 

The TEXT- 

Matth. xxii. 1, &c. or the Gospel for 

the twentieth Sunday after Trinity, 



X. The chapter of the 
PASSOVER. 

SUCH as the children of Israel were 
in the house of- bondage, such am I 
in this world. I'liey were employed to 
work in clay and inorur, under cnid 

task- 
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taskmasters; and I am bound to the 
works of sin, which are base and nii- 
serable, till I am redeemed from the 
power of Satan unto God. But from 
the tyranny of Pharaoh, God was pleased 
to deliver his people by the hand of Moses, 
when they had offered the Passover. 

If the children of Israel had refused or 
neglected to sacrifice the Passover, they 
would have died as the Egyptians did : 
and what else will become of me, unless 
I keep the feast of the true Passover Jesus 
Christ ? who is to me and to all Chris- 
tians what that Lamb was to the people 
of God in Egypt. 

Some of the ceremonies, with which 
the Passover was offered, are to teach 
me what Jesus Christ was to be, and 
what he should do for me ; and others 
are to teach me, what I am to do for my- 
self, and for him. The Passover was a 
Lamb ; and he is the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world. 
Its blood was sprinkled on the posts of 
their doors ; and his blood was sprinkled 
on the wood of his cross ; it was with- 
out blemish, as he was without spot of 
sin. A bone of it was aot to be broken ; 

N and 
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and therefore a bone of him was not 
broken at his death upon the cross. Its 
blood turned away from the Hebrews 
the wrath which fell upon the Egyptians ; 
and I also have redemption through his 
blood. 

As to myself, my duty is plain from 
the nature of the case ; that unless I 
celebrate the Passover, the wrath of God 
will abide upon me. Without eating 
and drinking, my body has no life ; and 
my soul will have none, unless I eat 
spiritual meat, and drink spiritual drink. 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
mauy and drink his bloody ye have no 
life in yoUy said the Passover himself. 
(John vi. 53.) In like manner as the 
Hebrews kept this feast, so must I. 
They kept it with eating bitter herbs ; 
and I must keep it with wholesome mor- 
tification and true repentance. They 
eat unleavened bread; so must I put 
away the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness and Pharisaical hypocrisy^ and keep 
this feast with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and trtUh. If they had their 
shoes on tlieir feet, and their staves in 
their bands^ as being ready to take their 

journey 
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journey out of Egypt ; so must I re- 
ipember that this life is a journey, and 
that I am hasting to go out, and be de- 
livered" from this land of bondage. 

The questions. 

Q. What were the children of Israel 
commanded to do, that they might be 
aaved from the destruction which fell 
upon the Egyptians ? 

A. 7^cy were commanded to sacrifice 
the Passover, 

• Q. What would have happened to 
them if they had not done this ? 

A. They would have died as the Egyp- 
tians did. 

Q. What did they do with the blood 
ofit? 

A. They sprinkled it upon the door- 
posts of their houses. 

Q, Who is your Passover ? 

A. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

Q. Where was his blood sprinkled ? 

A. Upon the wood of his Cross. 

Q. And what is the efFect of it ? 

A. The wrath of God, ^vhich abideth 
upon this wicked world, is turned away 
from Christians. 

N 2 Q. Why 
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Q, Why was the Lamb to be perfect, 
and without blemish ? 

A. Because Christ was to be without 
sin. 

Q. Why were they ordered not to 
break a bone of it? 

A. Because the bones of Christ should 
not be broken on the Cross, with those 
of the two malefactors. 

A. After they had offered the blood 
of the Passover, what did they do ? 

A. Thev did eat the flesh of it. 

Q. And what are we to do ? 

A. Christ our Passover being sacrificed 
for us, we are to keep the feast, 

Qi. How are we to keep it ? 

A. We are to keep it in timth, as the 
Hebrews kept it in figure. 

Q. With what ceremonies did they 
keep it ? 

A. With eating unleavened bread, and 
bitter herbs ; and having their shoes on 
their feet, and their staves in their 
hands. 

Q. What are you taught by these 
tfeings ? 

A: That I am to put away malice and 
wickedness, and mortify the deeds of the 

body> 
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body, and celebrate the Lord's Supper in 
sincerity and truth. 

Q. What else ? 

A. I am to remember, that life is a 
journey, and that I am a pilgrim and a 
stranger, hasting to be delivered from 
this house of bondage. 

The texts. 

1 Cor. V. 7. Christ our Passover is 
sacrificed for us^ therefore let us keep 
the feast. Not with old leaven^ nor 
with the leaven of malice and wicked- 
nessy but with the unleavened bread of 
sinterity and ti'uth. 

Excel, xii. 3 — 30. 

John xix. 35. These things were 
done, that the Scripture should he 
fulfilledy A bone of him shall not be 
hvken. 
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XL The CHAPTER of the 
VINEYARD. 

n^'^HE prophet Isaiah describes the fa-r 
-*• vour of God to his church, and his 
judgment upon its disobedience, under 
the parable of a Vineyard, well planted 
and cultivated, but bringing forth sour 
grapes, and therefore given up to be de- 
voureij and trodden down by evil beasts. 

The fruitful hill, on which this vine- 
yard was planted, is the Hill of Zion, to 
which all the blessings of eternal life 
were promised. As a vineyard is fenced ; 
so was the church of God separated from 
the Gentiles ; who were cast ou^ of Ca- 
naan to make way for the people of God, 
as thp stpnes are cast out of the ground 
where a vine is to be planted, The 
choice vine signifies the children of 
Abraham, of the most godly stock, 
brought out of Egypt and settled in Ca- 
naan. The tower of the Vineyard is the 
church ; the wine-press is made to re- 
ceive the fruits of good works : but as 
wild and sour grapes are not accepted by 

the 
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the husbandman to m^ke wine of: so 
evil works are hateful to God, and oc*- 
casion the destruction of his Church. 
When Jerusalem had sinned, the fence 
of the Vineyard was taken away, and 
the heathens were let in upon it. The 
first temple was destroyed, and the Jews 
were carried captive to Babylon : as the 
second temple was afterwards destroyed 
by the Romans : and Jerusalem is trodden 
down of the Gentiles to this day. Briars 
and thorns now grow in the Vineyard of 
God ;. a wild and unprofitable generation 
of unbelievers have possession of the 
country. As the showers of heaven 
fall to no purpose on a banen land; 
so God withholds his grace from a wick- 
ed people. 

Every Christian Church must expect 
to be visited as Jerusalem was, when it is 
no longer worthy of the grace of God ; 
and I must expect that he will deal with 
me, and with every one of his children 
singly, as with the Church at large ; for 
his ways are just and equal to all. If I 
am fruitful as a good vine, I shall con- 
tifiue to be a branch in Jesus Christ ; and 
being planted on earth, I shall flourish in 

the 
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the courts of heaven ; but if I bring 
forth wild grapes, till I can no longer be 
reformed by pruning and wholesome cor- 
rection, I shall be given up to the ene- 
mies of my salvation : I shall be rooted 
up^ and cast forth as a branch £t for no- 
thing but the fire. Every man's salvar 
tion is from God ; but every man's d&- 
stiuction is from himself. What could 
be done more for a vineyard than hath 
been done for me ? Therefore if I should 
be judged of God, his judgment will be 
just ; and all men, even I myself, must 
confess it so to be at last. 



The questions. 

Q. What is the vineyard in the pa- 
rable of Isaiah ? 

A. Tlie Church of Jerusalem. 

Q. What is the fruitful hill ? 

A. Mount Sion on which the Church 
was built. 

Q. What is the fencing of the Vine- 
yard? 

A. The separating it from the Heathen 
nations, 

Q. Who 
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Q, Who were the stottcs that wcr^ 
cast out of it ? 

A. The heathen Canaanites. 

Q. Why are they called stones ? 

A. Because people out of God's 
Church are hard, and incapable of brow^ 
ing forth any fruit. 

Q, What wa^ the choice vine ? 

A. The stock of Abraham. 

Q. What is the tower? 

A. The temple. 

Q. What is the use of a wine^press ? 

A. To receive the fhiits pf the vine- 
yard, 

Q. What are these fruits ? 

A. Good works. 

Q. WhA are wild grapes ? 

A, Evil works ; the fruits of man's 
nature without grace. 

Q. What is meant by taking away the 
hedge ? 

A. Letting in heath«n enemies to de* 
vour it, 

Q. What doth Christ say of Jeru- 
salem ? 

A. That it should be trodden down of 
the Gentiles. 

Q. How doth God pri^ie a vine in a 
spiritual seiise ? 

A. By 
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A. By correction and wholesome pu« 
nishment for sin. 

Q. Who iarc briars and thorns ? 

A. £vil men, whether disobedient 
Jews, or unbelieving Gentiles. 
m3(^. What is meant by commanding 
the clouds that there should.be no rain ? 

A. Withdrawing the blessings of di- 
vine grace. 

Q. What is every Christian to expect 
who is unfhiitftil ? 

. A. That God will judge him, as he 
judged the Church of Jerusalem, 

The texts. 

Isaiah V. 1 — 7, Psalm lx3cx. 8 — 16. , 
• Matthew xxi. 33 — 41. 

John XV. 5. lam the tnne^ ye are the 
IrancJies ; he that abideth in me^ and I 
in himy the same bringeth forth mtuh 
fruit : far without me ye can do no* 
thing. 

^, If a man abide not in me ; he is 
cast forth as a branchy and is withered : 
and men gather t/tem^ and cast them 
into the fire y and they arc burned. 

Xn. The 
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XII. The chapter of the 
PRODIGAL SON. 

T> Y two brethren of opposite charac- 
■*-^ tcrs two parties of people arc signi- 
fied ; the one good, the other evil. In 
CWiw, that wicked wretch who slew his 
brother, we have a pattern of the whole 
world of unbelievers ; in Abel^ of the 
whole army of persecuted saints and 
martyrs, from the creation to the day 
of judgment. When Rebekah was about 
to bring forth twins, the Lord said unto 
her. Two nations are in thy zvonib^ 
and tisJo manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels. The same 
is intended in the parable of the Prodigal 
Son. Here are two manner of people^ 
the Jews and the Gentiles, represented 
to us under the persons of two brethren, 
the elder, and the younger; and their 
characters are suitable in every respect. 
The Jew is at home, and lives in the 
house of his father, that is, in the Church 
of God : the Gentile, who was also ia it 

froxa 
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from the beginning, departs from the 
true worship and goes afar off into 
idolatry. The parable shews us, first, 
what became of him ; and secondly, how 
the Jew behaved upon his brother's re- 
pentance and conversion. When the 
Gentile left the Church of God, he car- 
ried off the substance of what he had 
there been taught ; but it was soon 
wasted, and a famine succeeded ; such 
as the mind suffers, when it has not 
the word of God to live upon. TTius 
falling into riot and debauchery, such 
as was practised by the Heathens, even 
in their religion, the prodigal becomes 
fit company for swine, and is disposed 
to feed as those filthy creatures do. His 
misery brought him to himself: and be 
resolved to return to the house of his 
father; wherein the lowest and the 
meanest were better provided for than 
he. The father remembers no more 
what he had been, but receives him with 
tenderness and affection: puts on him 
the btsi roie-^giycs him thecloathing 
of righteousness— puts a ring on his 
hand, to signify that he is again adopted 
for a aoih — and his feet which were barci 

ar« 
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.re shod with the preparation of the 
Tospel of peace. The fatted calf the 
acrifice, so long reserved, and in which 
JI other sacrinccs were fulfilled, is 
Lilled for him ; and he parties of the 
east with mirth 9 and miufic^ and dancings 
hat is, with all the pleasures of devo- 
ion, which are no where to be found 
Mit in the house of our Father. He is 
low raised from the death of sin unto 
^e lifo of righteousness : he was deady 
iuid is alive again — ^he was lost^ as t 
poor sti-aying, starved sheep, but is now 
foundr and received into the fold. 

The proud selfish Jew, seeing the con- 
version and reception of the Gentiles, is 
filled with envy instead of charity. Thy 
brother is comcy said the servants : but 
that which gives pleasure to the at>gels 
of heaven, the conversion of a sinner, 
gives no pleasure to an envious mind. 
When God, of his infinite mercy, ^rtfn^- 
ed to the Gentiles repentance unto life^ 
the Jews were so angty, that they de- 
termined never to come under the same 
roof with them ; and they hold their 
wicked resolution to this day. They 
justified themselves, and pleaded that 

o they 
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they had never transgressed ; and that, 
in return for it, God h^d used them 
hardly, and disappointed them ; though 
in fact they had all along enjoyed the 
privileges of the Church, and h^id still 
the first claim to all its promises, if they 
would accept of them. Ever since the 
time when diey refused to come into the 
house of their Father, they have been 
wandering about the field or this worW. 
1'hcre they are to this day ; and there 
we suppose they will rematin : till the 
Gentile shall once more turn prodigal, 
and his time also shall be fulfilled. 



The questions. 

'Q, What does the Scripture signify 
by two bretliren ? 

A. Two manner of people. 

Q. Who are the two bretliren in the 
parable of the Prodigal Son ? 

A, The Jew and the Gentile. 

Q. What became of the Gentile ? 

A. He turned prodigal, and left tlio 
house of his father. 

Q. Whither did he go ? 

A. Afar 
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A. Afar off into the country of ido« 
latry. 

Q. And how did he live there ? 

A. In spiritual fornication with idols, 
and in all manner of wickedness. 

Q. What is meant by the famine which 
came upon him ? 

A. The emptiness of the mind, which 
has lost the word of God : for man liveth 
not by bread alonCy but by the word of 
the Lord. 

Q. Whfc is it to feed swine ? 

A. To satisfy our own sinful lusts: 
and he who dotli that, is all the while 
empty himself, and perishing with hun- 
ger, because the mind is unsatisfied. 

Q. Why is it said, that he came to 
himself? 

A. Because he who lives in the plea- 
sures of sin is like a man out of his 
mind, and so continues, till his suffer- 
ings bring him to his senses. 

Q. How does his father receive him ? 
* A. As God receives all penitent sin^ 
ners, who see their own misery, and 
confess their sins. 

Q. What is tlie best robe ? 

A. The clothing of righteousness* 

© 3 Q. Why 
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Q. Why does the fether order a ring 
to be put on him ? 

A. To signify thstt he is restored to 
honour and aumority^ as a son in his 
father's house. 

Q. What is meant by the shoes upon 
his feet ? 

A. The preparation of the gospd of 
peace, without which we aj« not pre- • 
pared for the journey of Ufe. 

Q. What is signiEed by die &tted 
calf? 

A. The feast of the Altar, or the 
Christian sacrihce. 

Q. How did the Jews behave on the 
admission of Gendte Converts to die 
gospel? 

A. They were beyond measure of- 
fended at it, as the elder brother in the 
parable* 

Q. How do they argue ? 

A. They justify themselves, and ac- 
cuse the Gentiles, and are angry with 
God himself, as if he had used them 
ill. 

Q. What is meant by their refuiing 
to come into the .bouse i 

A. Their putting from diem the word 

of 
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of life, and refusing lo be made members 
of the Church of Christ. 

Q- And where are they now ? 

A. They are still without the church 
of God, and wandering about the field 
of this world. 

Q. What is the change made in a 
penitent sinner, when God hath received 
him? 

A. He h passed from death unto life^ 
and restored as a straying lost sheep to 
the fold. 

Q. What then is a man in the state 
of sin and impenitence ? 

A. He is lost and dead. 



The texts. 
See Luke xv. 1 ly &c. 



oS Ths 
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XUI. The CHAPTER of tate 
GOOD SAMARITAN. 

1i TAN is never fouiid more worthless 
-^^ than when he boasts of his owq 
dignity, nor more foolish, than when 
he is protid of his own wisdom. While 
he saith I am rich and have need of no- 
tliing, God tells him, that he is poor 
and miserable, and blind and n^ed. 
How different are tlie sentiments of 
God and Man, when man himself is the 
subject ! So low and wretched is the 
condition of man by his natural birth in 
si7if that sometimes he is said to be sick 
with it, sometimes to be dead in it, 
sometimes to be posse fsed by it, like a 
man who is raving with an evil spirit* 

, No words can be too strong to paint 
the misery of man in this world of sin 
and sorrow, and the dangers to which 
he is exposed of perishing here and here- 
after. No language can be tqp exalted 
to describe the goodness and mercv 
which from the heaven above batn 

looked 
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looked down upon our lost condition, 
and brought us to a State of health and 
«afety under the terms of the Gospel. 
Nothing can be plainer than the duty 
acising from these consideiations. If 
God hath so saved us, we ought also to 
save one another if we can. . He who is 
thus wonderfully delivered, must have 
neither sense nor godliness, unless he is 
disposed to acts of kindness towards his 
suffering neighbour in all his wants and 
afflictions. When Jesus Christ had re- 
presented this case to one who consulted 
him ; Go^ said he, and do thou like- 
wise. 

Such is tlie doctrine, and such the 
duty set before us in the parable of the 
Samaritan. There we learn that man 
was once in Jirusalem^ the holy city, 
and went down from thence to Jericno^ 
a city under a curse from God for the 
sin of its inhabitants : that, in the way 
from the one to the other, he fell into 
the hands of the destroyer ; who, like a 
robber on the road, stripped him of his 
raiment of innocence and righteousness, 
and wounded him, so as to leave him 
half dead ; dead in the spirit^ his better 

part. 
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part. We learn fartlier, that when the 
Priest and the Levite (all the religious 
ministrations of man) see him lying in 
this condition, they must pass by and 
leave him as they find him : for the 
blood of bulls ana of goats, which they 
ofFer, cannot take awav sin. But when 
the Priest and the Levite are gone by, 
then, that which they could not do, is 
done by him who coiileth after the law, 
and is the end of it for righteousness: 
who, while upon this work of saving 
mankind, was reviled as a Samaritan^ 
and hated as an alien ; yet in that Sa- 
maritan so hated and reviled, we see and 
acknowledge the Saviour of the world. 
He finds the poor wounded traveller, ly- 
ing helpless upon this earth, and has 
CO)}} passion on him. He pours oil and 
wine into his wounds ; the oil of the 
holy spirit, which healeth our infirmities, 
and the • blood of redemption, ^yhich 
cleanseth us from all sin. Then he 
raises him up, sets him on his own beast, 
(humbles himself that man may be ex- 
alted) and removes him to a place of 
reception, even to his Church, which, 
like an Innf admits all that are brought 

into 



THE BOOK OF NATURE; 153 

inlo it. There the Host^ who is the 
minister of God, is under a charge to 
take care of him^ and is supplied with 
every thing necessary to restore him, 
and complete the cure. When our 
Samaritan shall carne again diis way, 
as he hath promised to do, then, at his 
second coming, he will reckon with the 
host, and repay him, and every man^ 
according to his works. 

O Lord, if I am this man, so fallen, 
and so raised up, grant that I may know 
myself and thee ; my own misery, and 
thy goodness. Let not any false doc- 
trines of human pride keep me ignorant 
of myself, nor any pleasures of the 
world tempt me to neglect so great a 
salvation ; that, having received the 
blessings of thy visitation, and followed 
thy example in doing good according to 
my id}iiity, I may be rewarded by thy 
mercy out of thy heavenly treasures ; 
for I believe that thou shalt coJ7ie again, 
according to thy promise, to repat/ me 
and every man for what we shall have 
done, in all tliose things, and toward all 
those persons, which thou hast commit- 
ted to bur charge. Amen. 

The 
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The questions. 

Q. What do we learn from the para* 
ble of the good Samaritan ? 

A. The fall of man, and his salvation, 
and our own duty. 

Q. How is his fall signified ? 

A. As a going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho. 

Q What is Jerusalem ? 

A. Ilie holy city, or life of paradise.. 

Q. What is Jericho ? 

A. A city under a curse, like this 
world of sin. 

Q. What IS it to go down from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho ? 

A. To depart from Paradise into this 
world. 

Q. What happens to man in the way 
from one to the other ? 

A, He falls among thieves. 

Q. Who are they ? 

A. The devil, and all evil spirits. 

Q. What do they to him ? 

A. They strip him of his raiment. 

Q. What 
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Q. What happened to Adam whenjie 
fell into sin ? 

A. He found himself naked. 
Q, What did they do besides ? 
A. They wounded him. 
Q. With Tyhat ? 

A. With sin, which is the sting of 
death. 

Q. Why are they said to have left 
him h^lf dead ? 

A. Because man, when he fell into sin, 
did not then die in body, but in spirit, in 
the better half of him. 

Q. Who are the Priest and Levite 
that see him, and pass by ? 

A. I'he ministers of the law, who 
were to pass away, because their sacri* 
fices could not take away sin. 

Q. Who comes after them, to do what 
the law could not ? 

A. Jesus Christ, the Saviour of fallen 
man. 

Q. Why does he call himself a Sa- 
viaritan ? 

A. Because he was hated by the 
Jews, as thcSamaritans were ; and they 
reviled him under the name of a Sama- 

8 ritaii j 
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ritan ; (probably after the delivery of 
this parable). 

Q. What doth. this Samaritan do? 

A. He hath compassion on himi and 
goes to save him. 

Q. What does he apply, when he 
binds up his wounds ? 

• A. Oil and wine ; the spirit of life, 
and the blood of redeinption. 

Q. What is oil remarkable for ? 

A. It cures the bite of a serpent. 

Q. What is the Inn to which the 
wounded man is carried ? 

A. The Church. 

Q. Who is the Host of it ? 

A. The Minister. 

Q. What charge is given to him ? 

A. To take care of those who arc 
committed to him. 

Q. And what is he to expect ? 

A. That he who calls himself the Sa- 
maritan, will conie again to repay him. 

Q. What duty are you to learn from 
this story ? 

A. To go and do likewise ; that is, 
to shew mercy to others, as Jesus Christ 
hath shewed mercy to me. 

The 
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The text. 
Luke X. rcr. 25—38. 



XIV. The CHAPTER of the 
PATRIARCH JOSEPH. 

'VTEXT to the history of our blessed 
•^^ Saviour himself the srory of Joseph 
in the book of Genesis is most wonder- 
fiil and affecting. When we read, how 
wise and innocent he was, how his father 
loved him, how his brethren persecuted 
hijn, we cannot help pitying and loving 
him. Even the distress of his wicked 
brethren is attended with such remorse 
and perplexity, that we pity diem also. 
But when Judah pleads for Benjamin, 
and Joseph discovers himself, the scene 
is so affecting, that we cannot refrain 
from tears. In the three greatest lines 
•f his character and history, he was a 

p most 
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most exact figure of our blessed Saviour. 
He was innocent ; he was persecuted ; 
he was exalted : and the life of every 
servant of God is, and will be, more or 
less, after the same pattern. 

When St. Stephen pleaded before the 
Jews, he pointed this story of Joseph 
against them in such words, that they 
saw their own wickedness in that of 
Joseph's brethren, and fell into a rage ; 
gnashing upon him with their teeth for 
bringing their wickedness home to them 
in such plain terms. For such as Jo- 
seph had been, such was Jesus Christ, 
vvhom they had lately crucified : they 
had done unto him as their forefathers 
had done to the Patriarch Joseph ; whose 
character, in every part of it, bears the 
strongest testimony to the history of 
Jesus Christ : so strong, that the Jews, 
who heard it, were not able to bear it. 
For, saith St. Stephen, the Patriarchs 
(his own brethren), moved with eyrvy 
(as the High Priests were afterwards) 
*oW Joseph (as Judas sold our Saviour) 
into Egypt ; (delivering him to the 
Gentiles to be evil entreated and pu- 
nished as a malefactor and a slave.) 

The 
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The Patriarch Judah was the seller of 

Joseph; and his namesake, Judas^ sold 
esus Christ. We see Joseph in a pri- 
son between two malefactors, and pro- 
mising life to one of tliem, as Christ 
did to one of those who suffered with 
him. We see him again cast into a 
pit ; there to be dead and forgotten ; 
^but brought aUve out of it. His coat 
. was dipped in blood ; as Christ wore a 
purple robe, and appeared (as the pro- 
phet had foretold) in dyed garments, 
stained with the blood of his suffer- 
ings. 

In Joseph's exaltation, his brethren, 
who h^d persecuted him, fell down be- 
fore him to the ground ; and so to Jesus 
Christ, once inocked and persecuted by 
his brethren, every knee shall bow. Jo- 
seph was made a Saviour to his father 
auid all his house, and fed them with 
bread according to their families, in a 
time of famine ; as Jesus Christ is the 
true bread to Jew and Gentile, to whom 
all the tribes of the earth must come to 
be nourished unto life eternal. 

The character of Joseph preaches to 
the same lesson of patience and per- 

p 2 leveranccj 
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severance, as die example of Jesos Christ 
doth. It tells me, that if I please mj 
heavenly Father, and am beloved of 
him, I must expect to be hmted and 
enviedr by my brethren : Aat, if I 
would be exalted; I must be abased: 
that, if I keep myself pure, I shall be 
delivered from those who accuse me 
falsely : and that, if God is with me in 
my afflictions, I may not only save tny- 
teU', but be made an instrument of sa- 
vation to others ; as well strangers, as 
those of my own family and faousehdUL 



The questions. 

Q. What think you of the history 4if 
Joseph ? 

A. There is no finer story. 

Q. Which are the most affecting parts 
of it ? 

A. The return of his brethren in si- 
lence to the city as bondmen, when the 
cup is found upon Benjamin ; and tbe 
speech of Judah, which moves Joseph 
to discover himself* 

Q. What 
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Q. What do the brethren of Joseph 
impute their distress to ?" 

A. To their iniquity in selling their 
brother. 

Q, Who IS it that convicts the Jews 
of their wickedness against Jesus Christ, 
from the history of Joseph's sufferings 
and exaltation ? 

A. St. Stephen, in the seventh Chapter 
of the Acts. 

Q. In what particulars was Joseph a 
figure of Jesus Christ ? 

A. In being pure and innocent, and 
beloved of his Father. 

Q. In what other ? 

A. In being persecuted and sold by 
his brethren, and suffering under a false 
accusation with two malefactors. 

Q. In what others ? 

A. In many others. He was exalted 
among heathens, and became a Saviour 
to them and to his own family. 

Q. Do you find any thing of Christ's 
death and, resurrection here ? 
^ A. I see Joseph's coat dipped in 
blood, as if ose. that had died a cruel 
death : I see him cast into a pit, and 

p 3 there 
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there given up to death ; but lifted up 
again out of it. 

Q. What must this mean ? 

A. The same as when Jonah vms 
swallowed up, and cast but again alive 
from the whale's belly. 

Q. Is there any sign here that die 
Jews will be converted at last ? 

A. It seems from this history, as if 
they would see and confess their guilti- 
ness, as the brethren of Joseph did, 
when the hand of the Lord had tried 
them. 

Q. What other circumstances speak 
the same thing ? 

A. St. Stephen observes, that Joseph, 
at the second time of their meeting, be- 
came known to his brethren. 

Q. What lesson may you learn from 
the example of Joseph ? 

A. That, if I am loved of God, I 
shall be envied by my brethren. 

Q. But if you keep yourself pure and 
Innocent, what may you expect ? 

A. I may hope to be delivered under 
every false accusation. 

Q. What do you leam move i 

A. I 
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A* I learn to forgive, and to do good 
to those who injure me, as Joseph re- 
ceived his brethren, and never upbraided 
tbem with their wickedness. 

The texts. 

John i. 1 1 . He came to his owriy and 
his own received him not. 

Acts vii. 9. The Patriarchs^ moved 
with enoy^ sold Joseph into Egypt: 
but God was with him^ and delivered 
him out of all his ajffUctions. 

5\. As your fathers did, so do ye. 

52. Which of the prophets, have not 
your fathers persecuted? And they 
have slain them which shewed before 
0f the coming of thejtcst one. 



XV. The CHAPTER of MOSES. 



D' 



^ID npt Moses himself forewarn the 
p^ple. that the Lord. would raise 
up a prophet like unto him f There- 
fore, 
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fore, when I see what Moses was, I 
may thence know what Christ was to 
be. So the Apostle St. Paul tells us, 
that Moses, as the sen'ant of God, was 
a faithful minister in his house, for a 
testimony of those things which were to 
be spoken afterwards (Heb. iii. 5.) So 
that if we look to the ministry of Moses, 
we shall find it bearing witness to the 
ministry of Christ ; and thence we shall 
draw the conclusion, that as Moses was 
sent to deliver the Hebrews, so Jesus 
Christ came to redeem all mankind. The 
history of Moses was set before the 
Jews by St. Stephen in such words, that 
they could not avoid making the com-' 
panson, and drawing the consequence 
for themselves. His history compre- 
hends the particulars, 1st, of his birth ; 
2iy his character^ as God's minister; 
3d, his great icorky in delivering the 
people ; and 4th, the reception he met 
with from his brethren. 

When Moses was born, there was an 
order from a cruel King to kill all the 
male children ; but Moses was miracu- 
lously presented. At the birth of Christ, 
Herod slew the infants in Bethlehem; 

but 
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hvt fae was flav^ed in Egypt, where 
Moses had beea saved before. As the 
snkiister of God he was mighty ki 
words and deeds, which is the very cha* 
racter given of Jesus of Nazareth by 
the two disciples who were walking to 
Emraaus. Moset received his anth^ity 
"whea God appeared to him, and spoke 
to him, from s, flanie of fire in a bush ; 
and Christ received his honour, when 
Ac voice came to him from the excels 
lent Giory (2 Pet. i. 11.) Moses as- 
cended op into the Holy Mount of Gol, 
and received the divine law, which he 
gay« to the people ; as Christ ascended, 
and gave the word of his Gospel to be 
preaidicd by his Apostles, and received 
by all the pieople of the world. Moses 
shewed his power in slaying an Egyp- 
tian, as a sign to the people, that God 
would deUver them from their enemies 
by his hand ; as Chsist shewed his power 
over Satan, the gjmy of mankind, to 
convince the pedjJK that he was sent to 
be die Saviour of the world. And ac- 
cordingly as Moses delivered the people, 
and brought them out of Egypt, so 
badi Jesus Christ delivered us from the 

power 
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power of Satan, and brought us out 
iVom this wicked world. But, what is 
the most wonderful of all, and with 
which St. Stephen confounds the Jews ; 
this great Moses, this mighty worker of 
miracles, this deliverer of his people 
from the greatest misery and servitude 
that ever were upon earth, how was be 
received ? how was he treated ? He was 
thrust away and refused by his bre- 
thren ! So was Christ rejected by the 
Jews. Therefore as Moses» though re- 
fused and thrust away, was ^^i^ from 
God to be a ruler and deliverer; so 
was Jesus Christ, though hated and set 
at nought by his brethren, and resisted 
in hi$ mighty works, and condemned 
and crucified ; yet was this same Jesus 
Christ sent to be the true Messiah* If 
he had not been persecuted and refused^ 
he would not have been a prephet like 
unto Moses \ if he had not been ^Id by 
his bn'threiiy he wpuld not have been, 
as Joseph was, the saviour of his family, 
and of the Gentile world. All tliese 
things considered, I am to remember, 
£rst, that I am the disciple of a despised 
and persecuted Master, and must bear ut 

this 
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this world, as Moses did, the reproach 
of Christ \ and count it of.morc^aluc 
dian the favour of a court, or the Ivealth 
of the whole world. If I do good, I 
must be content to be spoken 'of as an 
evil doer ; if I would be fflojnfed with 
him hereafter, I must stiffen^ with him 
here. 

Secondly, I must not regard the hu- 
mour of the world, nor follow a multi- 
tude to do evil : when Moses was absent 
^itb God in the mount, the people be- 
low forgot him, and made a calf and 
offered sacrifice to the idol, and rejoiced 
at the work of their own hands : so is 
jfesus Christ forgotten by his people 
since his departure into heaven ; and they 
sit down to eat and drink, artd rise up 
to play ; not considering that as Moses 
came down unlooked for, and executed 
judgment on the offenders, so will Christ 
return at an hour when they are not 
aware, to judge those who have forgot- 
ten him, and take vengeance on their im* 
piety and disobedience. 



TilK 
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. The questions. 

Q. Who was ^ it that urged for the 
ti*u^ of Chiistianky against tb€ Jews, 
from the history of their lawgiver 
Moses ? 

A. St. Stephen, in the 7th Chapter of 
the Acts. 

Q. What did Moses himself say ? 

A. That the Lord should raise up K 
prophet like unto him. 

Q. In what respect was Moses like 
unto Christ ? 

A. First in his birth ; at the time of 
which there was a massacre of in£uits ; 
and he was saved in Egypt, where Chritft 
was saved from the power of Herod. 

Q. What was the character of Moses? 

A. He was a prophet mighty in 
words and deeds \ which is the charac- 
ter of our Saviour. 

Q. What great work was Moses sent 
upon ? I 

A. To deliver the people out of 
Egypt ; as Christ came to save us out 
of this sinful world. 

Q. How 
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Q. How was Moses received by the 
people ? 

A. When he came to deliver them, 
they quarrelled with him, and disputed 
his authority. 

Q. Was that any argument against 
Moses ? 

A. None at all ; for although they 
refused him, yet did God truly send him, 
to be their saviour from the miseries of 
Egypt. 

Q. What argument doth St. Stephen 
draw from hence ? 

A. That if Christ was the true Sa- 
viour of the world, and like unto Moses^ 
it was necessary he should be rejected, 
and thrust away by his own people. 

Q. How were the Jews who hacf 
crucified Christ, aiFected by this argu- 
ment ? 

A. It was so strong, they could not 
bear the force of it ; biit gnashed at St, 
Stephen with their teeth^ to signify how 
ready they were to devour him, 

Q. Does St. Stephen carry his argu- 
ment beyond Joseph and Moses ? 

A, Yes; he tells them their fathers 
had persecuted ali those prophetSi those 

a just 
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just men, who foresliewed the coming of 
the Just ojiCy Jesus Christ. 



The text. 

Acts, chap. vii. ver. 19 to 40. 



XVI. The CHAPTER of the 
BODY OF MAN. 

A S the body of man is made up of 
-^^ different members and hmbs, all in- 
tended for their several uses, and some 
of them in higher, some in lower sta- 
tions ; so in like manner are different 
men formed together into one body, in 
what we call society ; wherein men are 
a? necessary to one another, as the dif- 
ferent limbs are necessary to the body. 
In a kingdom the king is the htad^ 
giving life, strength, and direction to 
the whole body ; and a people without 

a king 
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a king are like a body without a head. 
As the eyes guide the feet, so do the 
wise and learned direct the simple. The 
business of the hands is to work ; and in 
a community many are born to labour, 
and without them a city cannot be inha- 
bited. As the feet go about for the 
service of the body, so must the lower 
sort be messengers and attendants to 
their superiors. As the stomach receive 
that food and nourishment which gives 
strength to the limbs ; so must every go- 
vernment receive tribute, that it may be 
able to maintain its power, for the exe- 
cution of the laws, and the defence of 
the people. 

In an army, which is another sort of 
body, there is one who is in the place of 
the kinzy and acts as a head to all the 
rest. He uses his spies, as the head 
uses the sight, that he may see what is 
necessary to be done. Some are officers 
and counsellors ; others are officers and 
not counsellors ; and the common sol- 
diers are to come and go, and do as 
they are commanded. A body of sol- 
diers is called a regiment^ from their 
being disposed in exact order, and under 

a 2 striot 
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Strict authority ; for ^ere d^ere is no 
order, there is no strength ; and where 
there is no obedience, nothing can be 
done. When the body is upright, it 
can exercise its power ; bat when turn- 
ed upside down, it becomes weak and 
useless 

God is the God of order ; and he hath 
appointed it to prevail every where for 
our good. Even in the world at large, 
the lights of heaven bear rule, and the 
earth and the sea know their place. 
But most of all is order to be observed 
in the Christian society ; and every thing 
flse is but as a lesson to teach us that 
which is the best of all. As the iody^ 
saitfa the Apostle, 2^ ofie, and hath many 
members^ and all the members of that 
one bodx/y bein^ marvyy are one body ; 
so also is Christ ; that is, the body of 
Christy which is the Church. For 
here the head is Christ himself; and 
tsnder him, all the members, fitly placed, 
minister Co each other, and to the good 
of the whole body. Some are Apostles, 
some teachers ; some are as eyes to see 
for the rest ; some as tongues, to speak 
and interpret ; some as 'hands adminis- 
tering 
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tcring to the necessities of others , some 
as ears to receive what others teach ; 
some to govern and order things ; others 
to be under direction in a lower station, 
as the feet in a natural body. But all 
these are to consider, that, whatever 
their place may be, they have but one 
common interest, and ar^ all animated 
by the same life. In the natural body 
there is no schism, no division, no dis- 
puting of one part against another ; all 
the members suffer together, and all re- 
joice together ; and so it ought to be 
in the body spiritual : for to divide the 
body is to divide Christ, if that could 
be done. It is a good thing to have 
an higher place, and to be of more emi- 
nent use in this bodv : and it is an ho* 
nour much to be coveted : but the most 
excellent way of all, and that in Which 
every member hath its share, is to pre*- 
serve the unity of the body, by a prin- 
ciple of love and charity, which is the 
first of all virtues, and shall outlast all 
other gifts ; for it shall survive after 
death, and con<»titute the chief happiness 
of heaven. The Apostle St. Paful is no 
where so urgent as when he presses 

Q 3 upon 
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upon all Christians this great and 0iH:e9- 

sary duty of charity. 



The questions. 

Q. What doth a body mean, when 
it is applied to a society? 

A. It means a company of people dis* 
posed in an Orderly form, as the members 
are in the body of man. 

Q. What doth this comparison chiefly 
teach us ? 

A, Tlie use and duty of subordina'> 
iion. 

Q. What is subordination? 

A. The placing of some persons in 
offices and stations t^nc/er others. 

Q. Who is the head of such a body ? 

A. The king, ruler, or leader, 

Q. Who arc the eyes ? 

A. The wiser sort, whose duty it is 
to see and learn for the benefit of the 
rest. 

Q. What tiras a prophet formerly 
called? 

A. A seer. 

Q, Who arc the feet ? 

A^The 
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A. The lower sort of people, who at-* 
tend upon the higher. 

Q. Are some better than others on 
this account ? 

A. All. are necessary to one another, 
and are therefore all to be honoured iu 
their stations. 

Q. Who is the author of order i 
A. God. 

Q. How do you see this ? 
A. I see the senses and powers which 
are intended to direct us, placed in the 
heady the uppermost part in the body. 
Q, Where do you see it again ? 
A. In the order of the world, where 
the sun and moon, that rule over the 
day and night, are placed above, and the 
earth and seas below. 

Q. How doth St. Paul apply this si. 
militude of a body ? 

A. To the church of Christ, and the 
order of the persons who belong to it, 
Q. Who is the head of tJie Church ? 
A. Jesus Christ ; who is also the head 
of all the kingdoms of the world, Ktng^ 
of img^ ajvi Lord qf lords. 

Q. What is l9ie life of fhat body which 
we call the Church i 

A. The 
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A. The spirit of God : and as one" life 
animates all the limbs of the same body, 
so one spirit quickeneth all tlic members 
of the Church. 

Q. What is the great duty we are to 
learn from this consideration r 

A. That of Christian unity; for as 
the members of the same body all feel 
for one another, and all suffer or rejoice 
together, so should all Christians. 

Q. What sin doth this teach us to un- 
derstand and avoid ? 

A. That of Church-division, which 
we call schism, 

Q. Why is this such a great sin ? 

A. Because it is contrary to the greatest 
of all virtues, which is charity : also, it 
is unnatural that any body should be at 
enmity with itself : and it is destructive, 
because such a body, either in whole or 
in part, must perish. No limb can 
live, when it is severed from the life of 
the body. 

Q. W^hat is the tine meaning of that 
virtue which the Apostle calls charitu ? 

A, It is the friendship of Chris- 
tians : the love and unity of the body 
of Christ, under hiift, who is die head 

of 
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of it : which shall endure in heaveat 
when all other things shall fade and va^ 
nish away, 

Thb texts, 

Isa. 1. 5, &c. The whole head is 
sicky and the xchole heart faint. From 
the sole of our foot even unto th^ 
heady there is no soundness in it ; but 
•wounds^ and bruises^ and putrifying 
sore$. 

Col. i, 18. He is the head of the. 
bodUy the Church, 

Rom. xii. 4. For as we have many 
members in one body^ and all members 
have 7wt the sarnie office ; so we being 
fnany^ are one body in Christy arid 
every one members ojie of another. 

Eph. iv. 15. Speaking the truth in 
lavey {we) may grow up unto him m 
all things^ which is the heady even 
Christ ; 

Fro^n whom thfi whole body fitly 

joined together ^ mnd compacted ay that 

which every Joint suppliethy according 

to the effectuul working in the measure 

of 
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of every parU maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in 
lot-e, 

V. 4. There is one body^ and 07ie 
spirit. 

Read also 1 Cor. chap. 12 and 13. 



XVII. The CHAPTER of the 
PRIEST AND the sacrifice. ' 

A PRIEST is a person chosen of God 
-^^ to intercede for the people ; that is, 
to stand against heaven and earth, to act 
for both. He presents offerings and 
prayers on the part of the people ; and 
pronounces pardons and blessings on the 
part of God. All ages and all nations 
(except some wild and fanciful people of 
these latter days) Patriarchs, Jews, Chris- 
tians, and tlie very heathens, have ad* 
mitted the authority, and observed the 
ordinances of priesthood ; all of them 
declaring with one voice, that without 

inter- 
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intercession, and the shedding of inno- 
cent blood, there can be no remission to 
sinful man. 

Bein^g born a child of wrath, undei 
sentence for sin, and subject to death» 
I am but dust and ashes : dust by death, 
and ashes by condemnation. My bodjr 
must return to the dust from which it 
was taken ; and if God were to visit my 
sin, as he might in justice do, with the 
fire of his wrath, nothing would remain 
of me but an heap of ashes, a sad mo- 
nument of unexpiated sin. In this state, 
I can do nothing to save myself: I can 
only suffer what God pronounced on 
Adam, '* /n the day thou catest, thou 
shalt dic,^* 

To shew how I am saved from this 
death, an innocent creature, a lamb, an 
ox, or a sheep, was brought to the altar 
to be consumed instead of the offerer. 
Sin in me should suffer what the burn- 
ing bleeding victim suffered, unless God 
had appointed a priest to intercede for 
me, and a sacrifice to die for me. 

But then, I am to understand, that the 
blood of bulls and of goats, or of the 
passover itself, canmt take away sin. 

These 
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These were only the prophetical signs of 
the law, to teach men that Jesus Christ 
should act once for all as a priest and 
sacrifice^ to take away the sin of the 
world. Unless his death had been fore- 
ordained of God for the salvation of 
nan, there never would have been any 
such thing as a priest or a sacrifice heard 
of ki the world ; they would have had 
no meaning, and could have been of no 
effect. 

As the death of Christ was foreshewn 
to the faithful by bloody sacrifices be- 
fore he came ; so now, after he is 
come, his death is commemorated* and 
its benefits communicated, by the signs 
of bread and wine, the new Passover of 
the Gospel, in which we are said to 
eat his flesh and drink his blood ; and 
except we partake of this sacrifice, we 
have no more life in our souls, than our 
bodies would have without meat and 
drink. So long as tliere are offerings, 
there must be priests to offer^ Jesus 
Christ does not act in person under the 
Gospel, any more than under the law ; 
he is present with us only by those per- 
sons who are ordained to a£k for him ; 

6 and 
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and livery true priest miist be of hi? 
making ; for tw? vian taktth this honour 
to hiiiiselfy but he that is called qf God, 
No man can act for a king, but he wh9 
hath the king's authority ; so can no man 
act for God but he whom God hath ap«- 
pointed. Who are they that n^ake light 
of priests, and neglect the Christian sa- 
crifice ? None but they who have no 
priests^ or who think they want npne^ op 
that they can make priests of them« 
selves. Jesus Christ is indeed the only 
true priest : and every Christian praying 
to God thrpugl^ his nierits, is in piiVat^ 
a priest to himself: but priests must l^ 
appointed of Gpdy to commemorate the 
sacrifice of Christ, and conMnimicate the 
benefits of it from the altar, to die con- 
gregation, and to prono^ce pardon Mid 
absolu(u>n (that is forgiveness of 619) 
from him to the penitent sinner. 

This is God's way of forgiving sin ; 
for the teaching of our minds, and the 
trial of our faith and obedience. Proud 
people^ who ttnderstaQ4 &ot the way« of 
God, think no ma^ greait enpvg;h to 
rule them, no man good enough to pray 
for th«m ; not considering, that no m:in 

R is 
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IS any thing of himself ; the suflBciencv 
of the ministry being only from God. 
Therefore God is not jealous of the au- 
thority of his ministers, but of his own 
authority in them. He that despiseth 
you, says our Lord to his ministers, de- 
spiseth me; and he that despisedi me, 
despiseth him that sent me: so said 
Moses and Aaron against Corah^ Da- 
than, and Ahiram^ who presumptuously 
made priests of themselves ; What are 
we? Your rebcllwnis not against its, 
hit against the Lord, He who hath 
no prieat, 4iath no sacrifice ; he who 
*hath' no sacrifice, must be a sacrifice for 
himself: therefore if I forfeit the be- 
nefit of Christ's death, there remaineth 
no vlore sacrifice for sin, hut 3. certain 
fearful looking-for of judgment and 
fiery indignation^ such as feli upon 
Sodom ancj Gomorrah, an^l such as there 
■would be upon me, and upon all man- 
kind, if there were neither priest nor 
'; sacrifice appointed for us. Every man 
must then be his own sacrifice, and bear 
the wrath of God in his own person. 



Tiii: 
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The questions. 

Q. What IS a priest? 

A. An intercessor appointed of God 
to present offerings and pronounce bles«* 
ings. 

Q. Who were they that observei the 
rites of priesthood and sacrifices ? 

A. All ages and nations, till human 
philosophy of late time invented a reli- 
gion without a Saviour. 

Q. Why is man called dust and ashes ? 

A. Because he is subject to death, and 
to the fire of God's justice against sin. - 

Q, How is this to be turned away 
from us ? 

A* By Jesus Christ placing himself ill 
our stead as a sacrifice. 

Q. What did the sacrifices mean un« 
der the law of Moses ? 

A. They shewed his death. . > 

Q. Are priests nece^jfary under tUc 
Gospel? ' j 

A. ITiey are now of another order ) 
)>ut they are still priests as before. . 

Q. Why so ? 

Al S^cause Melchisedec is called the 

K % fricst 
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priest of the most high God^ though 
he oflFercd only bread and wine. (Gen. 
xiv. 18.) 

Q. How came there to be priests on 
^rth ? 

4^. There never would have been any 
but for Jesus Christ ; for all others act in 
and througji him,^ who is the only true 
priest from the beginning to the end of 
the world. 

Q. Who are they that despise priests ? 

A. They Who fiave none, or think 
thejj^ want none. 

Q. Who gives authority to priests ? 

A. God ; who will vindicate iii them 
his own authority, which must be suf)^ 
"jlorted, not for our sakes, but for his own 

Q. Suppose we forfeit the bencffits 
of the priesthood, and sacrifice of Jesu* 
airi^> 

A. There rcmaineth for lis then hdi 
thing but ^zx^judgment and fiery in^ 
digiitttioTty which would have been 
upon all mankind if there had been no 
Saviour. 

Q. Where ar^ you td Icarti the naturfe 

of 
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of the priesthood of Jesus Christ and his 
ministers ? 

A. It is all explained at large in th^ 
JEpistle to the Hebrews, 



The texts, 

Heb, V, 1 . Every high priest taken 
from among men is ordained^ that he 
viay offer both giJU and sacrifices for 
sins. 

Gen. xxli. 13, And Abraham wefit 
and took the ram^ and offered him up 
for a burnt offerings instead of his 
son. 

Gen. xviii. 27, / have taken upon 
vie to speak unto the Lord^ which am 
but dust and ashes. 

Rom. viii. 3. (margin) . JS^^ a sacrifice 
for sin he condemjicd sin in the flesh. 

Lev, ix. 24. Arid then came a fire 
out from before 'the Lord^ atui con^ 
sumed upon the altar the bunU-offer- 

J Cor, V. 7. Christ our Passover Us 
sacrificed for us ; therefore let ils keep 
the feast. 

n 3 Heb, 
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' Heb. xiii. 10. JVe h»v€ an aUap 
whereof they h<ive no right to emf 
phieh 9ev0e the TahemacU. 

John XX. 21. jis my Fathtt hath 
sent me^ even so se^id I you — whose 
soever sins ye remits they are remitted 
unto them. 

\ Cor. X, 16. The cup of blessings 
kvkich rve bless^ is it not the fpffimumon 
of the blood of Christ f 



XVm, The CHAPTER of 
GLORY, 

I AM to praise God, for havii^ given 
me the hope of glory. What is 
glory ? It signiftes the bright shining of 
th« light ; and the word i$ applied to 
the hght« of heaven. The%^ is one 
gloiy of the sun^ and another glwry 
^f the moony and another glory of the 
^tars; for one €tar differ eth from 
another star in glory. The gloty of 

' th<: 
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the light dwelled! in the sun, and frotn 
him It is spread over aU the creation 
below, TVhere no object has any light 
of its own. So the glory of the invi- 
sible heavens is with God; and from 
him it is communicated to angels and 
saints^ who have no glorv but what 
they receive from Him. All objects, cm 
which die sun shines, are in a glorified 
state, compared with those on which it 
doth not shine : so it is impossible to be 
in the presence of God without l^eing 
shone upon and glorified.: therefore, 
when God himself shall be made mani- 
fest, and his U^ht shall shine, we shall 
all be cfutnged : and our change shall 
happen (n a nmmenU in the twinkling 
of an ejfc : for so doth light hreak out 
suddenly, and shine upon all things. 

While we live upon this earth, our 
Jight is intermptfd with darkness, and 
our summer is followed by winter. 
One half of the earth *s globe is in 
darkness, and they that inhabit it are 
turned round every day into its fliadow : 
but if we are liftea up into the heavens, 
farther than the extent of the earth^s 
shade, our d^y would be unintemipted, 
3 ^ ' ' " an4 



ISS THE BOOK OF KATUmX* 

and onr season would be die same, 
Sach is the state of those who are in 
the presence of God ; lor with him there 
is none of this variableness 7wr shadam 
of turning. 

All that is heavenly, or comes from 
heaven, is bright and glorious : all that 
is earthly partakes of darkness. - When 
Jesus was transfigured, his raiment be- 
came white as the light itself. ' When 
the angel of the Lord descended to de- 
liver Peter, a light shined in the prison 
at midnight. When Moses conversed 
with God upon the Mount, his &ce re- 
tained the light which had shone upon 
it, so that the people could not stedr 
feistly look upon him. When Jesus ap« 
peared to Paul in the way to Damascus, 
such was the glory of the light whidi 
attended him, tibat all the company fell to 
the earth ; and Paul himself was struck 
blind. 

How sl\all I who am now in darkness 
be made a partaker of the glory which 
is set before me i How ; but by con-f 
sidering £rst with myself, what a dread- 
ful thing it would ^, if I should lose 
th^ kingdom of glory, and &U into 

At 
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the kingdom of darkness ! It is possible 
to love darkness rather dian light : God 
forbid that I should be qf that mind ! 
But I shall be s^o if my works are evil : 
therefore let me now put away the 
works of darkness. Then let me take 
the word of God, as a light unto my 
path. As Christ endured the Crgss, and 
despised the shame of it, for the joy 
that was set before him ; so let me bjsar 
the sufferiTigs of the present time, what- 
ever they may be, knowing that they 
are rioi wortny to he compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed in us. 
Let me be constant in using the means 
of grace, that 1 miy ' be prepared by 
them for the enjoyment of glory. So 
shall God, who breathed into ititf the 
breath of life ft-om his spirit, enlighten 
me at lait w'ith hlS presence, when my 
body shill be rdisiid up in glory .* and 
mortality shall be swallowed up of 
life I as the darkness d the earth is 
drowned and overcome by the light of 
heaven pouring in Upon it at the* rising 
pf the suft. 



The 
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The questions. 

Q. ^ What is glory ? 

A. It signifies the bright shining of 
iJie light, 

Q. What is the glory of the natural 
creation ? 

A. Tlie sun. 

Q^. What is the glory of the kingdom 
of heaven ? 

A. God himself. 

Q. What shall glorify the Saints ? 

A. The presence of God.. 

Q. How doth the Scripture describe 
him ? 

A. As having no vari^bleriess nor 
shadow of turning ; like te what we 
^e subject to wlio inhabit this earth. 

Q, Ho\y did Christ appear, when he 
was transfigured ? 

A. His raiment became white as snow, 
his face shone like the sui^, and his whole 
person as bright as the light itself. 

Q. Did any sign of glory attend the 
^ngels of heaven when they appealed ? 

A- A 
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A. A light shone in the prison when 
Peter was delivered by an angel. 

Q. What was the effect, when Moses 
conversed with God ? 

A. A glory remained upon his face, 
too bright for the people to behold. 

Q. How are you to obtain the glory 
which is promised ? 

A. By putting away the works of 
darkness. 

Q. Who are they that love darkness 
rather than light ? 

A. They whose works are evil. 

Q. How is the mind to be glorified 
now ? 

A. By conversing with Qod as Moses 
did. 

Q. How can that be done ? 

A. By reading and studying his word. 

Q. How are you to prepare yourself 
farther ? 

A. By bearing, as Christ did, the suf- 
ferings of the present time. 

Q. IJow farther ? 

A. By using tUe means of grace ; for 
it is grace only that leads us to glory. ^ 



The 
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Thb texts. 

Psal. xlx. 1 . The kcwvais declare 
the glory of God. 

Rom. xvi. 27. To God only wise ht 
glory. 

Luke ix. 29. Atid hie raiment woi 
^hite and glistening, — 32. And when 
they were awake ^ they saw his glory.' 

2 Cor. ill. 7. The children of Israel 
could not stedfastly behold, thejace of 
Moses for the glory of his counter 
•nance* — V. 18. But we allf with open 
(unveiled) /ace, beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the^ Lord^ are changed 
into the same image from glory to 
glory. 

Luke ix. 26. He shall come in his 
ffum glory, and in his Father% and of 
the Holy Aiigels. 

CoL i. 27. Christ in you^ the hope 
of glory. 

Rom. viii. 18. The ^erings of this, 
present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory w^h sksU ie 
revealed in us. 

XIX. The 
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XIX- Thje PREACHER'S PICTURE 
OF OLD AGE. 

IN die 12th Chapter of EcclesiasteSy 
-* the preacher admoxjishes me to dedi- 
cate my youthful days to the service of 
7ny Creator y considering the evil days 
which are coming upon us, when all 
the faculties of our mtnds and bodies 
shall fail ns under the infirmities of age. 
For tlien, as the preacher beautifully re- 
presents it to us, as in a glass or mirror, 
the sun and the moan and the stars are 
darkened ; the superior powers, which 
rule in the body oF man, as the hea- 
venly luminaries do in the world ; the 
uoderstanding and reason, the imagina-' 
tion and the memory, are obscured, as 
when the clouds interpose between us 
and the lights of the firmament. In the 
earlier season of life, the clouds of af- 
fliction having poured down their rairii 
they pass away, and sunshine succeeds ; 
> ut now the clouds return after the 
ruin ; old age itself is a cpntinual sor- 

s row. 
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row, and there is no longer any hope 
of fair weather. The keepers of the 
house^ the arms and hands which are 
made to guard and defend the body, be- 
gin to shake and tremble ; and the 
strong meriy the shoulders, where the 
strengtli of the body is placed, and 
which were ones able to bear every 
weight, begin to stoop and bow them-' 
selves ; and the grifuters^ the teeth be- 
gin to fall away, and cease to do flieir 
work, because they are few. Also 
those that look out of the- xeindcrws 
are darkejied: the eyes, those win- 
dows of the body, through which wc 
look at all things abroad as we look 
out from the windows of a house, be- 
come dim ; and he that uses them is as 
one who looketh out of a window in 
the night. Then the doors are shut 
in the streets ; difficulties and obstruc- 
tions attend ail the passages of the body, 
and digestion becomes weak when tlie 
grinding is low. The youthful and 
healthy sleep sound, and are apt to 
transgress by taking too much rest ; but 
the aged sleep with difficulty, and rise 
up at the voice of the bird ; they are 

ready 
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ready to leave their disturbed rest at the 
crowing of the cock. The daiighters 
^f music are brought law : the voice 
fells and becomes hoaise ; the hearing is 
doll 'y and the spirits^ now less active 
than they used to be, are less aflPected by 
the powers of harmony ; and so sit in 
beaviness, hanging down their heads, as 
virgins drooping under the sorrow of 
captivity. Old age, being inactive and 
helpless, becomes a/raid of that which 
is high \ it is fearful' of. climbing, be- 
cause it is in danger of falling ; and being 
unfit to endure the hardness of fa|igue, 
and the shocks of a rough journey, the 
Jear^ whicli are in t/ie way discourage 
it from setting out. Then the alnwjid'* 
tii*ee Jhurishes ; thq hair of the hez^ be- 
comes white, as the early almond blos- 
soms in the hard weather of the winter, 
l>efore the snows have left us : and even 
the grasshopper ' becomes a burthen ; 
the legs, once light and nimble to leap, 
^ the legs of that insect, and which used 
with ease to bear the weight of tliQ 
lyhole body, ar^ now become a burthen, 
9^A can scarcely carry themselves ; and 
when t)ie facilities thus fail, d^ des^r^ 

' s i3 JaiU 
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fails along with them, for nothing is de- 
sirable, when nothing can be enjoyed. 

Such are the evil dky^y which come 
Upon us when our youth is past, and 
f^epare the way for that last and greater 
evil of our death, when vmn goeth to 
his long hame^ and the moui^ners go 
nhout me sfr4et$i lamenting his depar- 
ture. Then the silver cordy the nerves 
whose coat ii» white and fining as a 
cord of silver, is loosed, and no longer 
do their o£Sce. Tlie circuladon of thtf^ 
blood stops at the heart, the fountain of 
life, as when a pitcher^ which draws 
Wat^, is broken at the well^ or the 
watering wheels circulating with i^ 
buckets, which it both fills and empties 
at the same time, is. broken at the cis* 
tern. Thus do the vital motiotis aU 
cease in death ; and the dust returns to 
the eei^rihy to become such as it was^ 
before man was made out of it : and his 
immortal spint retw^ns unto Godf the 
fountain of iiilmortaUty, from whom it 
proceeded, 

Let then the light of my understand- 
ing, while I have it, be employed in the 
^eardi of truth, and let my menaort 

be 



THE BOOK OF NATtTltE. 197 

he a treasury of all useful learning ; let 
niy hands labour while their sti'ength 
lasts^ and my shoulders be ready and 
patient under every burthen; let my 
mind be ever looking out through the 
"windows of my body, to sec ana learn, 
while tKfc day-light is with me. Let the 
daughters of tnusic be employed in the 
praises of God, before they are brought 
low : let my diet be that of sobriety and 
teiiperancc, that the dOors may not be 
shut in the streets before the time : and 
when my sloep ^U be less, let my me- 
ditation be moPe on God and my lattei 
ettd^ and the things of etcrhkr. As the 
outward man decay eth^ let me inward 
man be renewed day by day ; that when 
my spirit shall depart, it may return with 
joy to God that gave it, and I may at last 
iind an habitation, which shall be subject 
to no decay, when this martal shall put 
on tmrnortality. Amen. 

TttE QUESTIONS. 

Q. What does the preacher mean by 
the evil days i 
A* The time of old age. 

Q. How 
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Q. How does he describe the infim^* 
jies of old age ? 

A. Uader terms which are like ^ose 
of a proverb or riddle, 

Q.. What is mcaat by the ilarkenilig 
of the suriy^ inoon and stars ? 

A. The filing of the understandings 
judgment, and memory. 

Q. What are the keepers of the house? 

A. The arms and habds, which guai4 
and defend the body^ 

Q. What are the strong vien ? 

A. The shoulders^ in which oar chkf 
strength lieSe 

Q. Who are they ^t look oat cfdi^ 
windows ? 

A. The eyes. 

Q. Which am the grinders ? 

A. The teeth whicihi grind our fooi^ 

Q. Who are the daughters of music ? 

A. The voice whidi sings, and the 
cars that hear, an4 the spirits which ;9iip 
moved With music^ 

Q, What agrees to the aIa|oad*trec» 
which blossoms in v/inter ? 

A. The hairs of the head, which turn 
^yhjte in old age. 

Q. What \^ meaUt by the grasshop]^? 

A. Tiic 
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A. The legs, which are light and ac- 
live in youth, but become a burthen to 
themselves in old age. 

Q. AVhat means the breaking of the 
pitcher at the fountain, and the wheel at 
the cistern ? 

A. The stopping of the circulation ^t 
the heart, and the ceasing of the motion 
in the lungs. 

Q. Where goes the body ? 

A* To the dust, out of which it was 
taken. 

Q. Where goes the spirit ? 

A. To God that gave it. 

Q. What is the duty to be learned 
from all these considerations ? 

A. To remember my Creator in the 
days of my youth. 

The text. 

See Ecclesiastes, Chap. xii. v. 1, 2, 3* 
4, 5, 6, 7. 

End of Part II. 



Priiitid by Bjre uii Law, St }oh»VS^uare. 
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